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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 
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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  11147. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  various  Committees  on 
which  1 serve,  I wish  to  offer  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation  and  con- 
sideration they  have  afforded  me. 

I desire  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  excellent  work  done  by 
members  of  all  sections  of  the  Department  during  the  year;  for  friendly 
and  valuable  help  which  has  been  given  me  by  my  colleagues  in  other 
Departments  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  keen  interest  which  has 
been  shown  by  the  various  Committees  concerned  in  the  i)roblem  of 
Public  Health  work. 

Pour  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  FOSTER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PREFACE 

The  Kegistrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  Mid- 
summer 1947  was  134,160. 

There  was  an  increase  in  1947  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  and 
Tuberculosis  Death  Bates  with  a consequent  increase  in  the  General 
Death  Bate.  The  increase  of  the  former  was  due  to  the  epidemic  of 
Neo-natal  diarrhoea,  which  was  prevalent  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  Winter  and  early  Spring. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Municipal  Hospital  was 
5,246  for  the  year  1947,  as  against  4,964  for  1946. 

The  use  of  Arrowe  Hospital  Annexe  again  proved  of  immense  value 
in  the  convalescence  of  patients  transferred  from  the  ^Municipal 
Hospital. 

Under  the  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  202/46,  a 
Specialist  Anaesthetist  and  Specialist  Pathologist  were  appointed  on 
the  staff  of  the  Municipal  Hospital. 

During  the  year  a Preliminary  Training  School  for  Nurses  was 
established  at  the  Arrowe  Hospital  Annexe,  which  filled  a long  felt 
requirement. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hos- 
pital was  504  for  the  year  1947,  as  against  609  for  the  year  1946. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
for  Children  showed  a decrease  of  6,  47  being  admitted  during  1947 
compared  with  53  for  the  year  1946. 

The  Orthopaedic  Hospital  School  was  approved  by  the  Ministry 

of  Education  as  a school  for  Handicapped  Pupils,  and  two  qualified 

teachers  were  appointed  to  replace  the  former  unqualified  teacher.  This 

new  arrangement  makes  it  possible  for  one  teacher  to  devote  all  her 

time  to  the  frame  and  bed  cases,  who  perforce,  in  the  past,  were  un- 

' able  to  receive  constant  individual  attention, 
i 

i691  cremations  took  place  during  the  year  at  Landican  Crema- 
torium as  compared  with  538  in  1946. 

The  Domestic  and  Home  Help  Scheme,  initiated  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  early  in  1946,  has  proved  to  be  success- 
ful, and  additional  Helps  will  be  recruited  as  the  service  demands. 

It  is  regretted  that  many  mothers  attending  Clinics  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  facilities  provided  under  the  Scheme  of  the  Maternity 
;and  Child  Welfare  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  dental  defects. 

i The  three  Day  Nurseries  have  proved  of  great  value,  and  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  providing  all  the  accommodation  required. 

On  the  evening  of  28th /29th  June,  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning, 
iinvolving  171  persons,  occurred  in  the  Borough,  and  I have  dealt  with 
I this  matter  in  the  section  of  my  Beport  relating  to  the  Food  and  Drugs 
I Acts  (See  page  10). 

I During  the  year  16  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Borough 
j(See  page  17). 

j There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  Venereal  Diseases. 
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In  January,  Dr.  J.  \j.  Giiloran  joined  the  staff  as  Resident  Medical 
(Jfficer  at  the  infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  He  resi;.nied  in  October  on 
being  appointed  Aledical  (Jfficer  of  Healtii,  Olossop,  and  \va^-  replaee<l 
by  Dr.  0.  P.  1).  Ptyan. 

After  rendering  valuable  service  during  tlie  war  years,  the  einplov- 
ment  of  Dr.  Esrne  1 Grant,  as  Temporary  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
terminated  in  July. 

Dr.  Thelma  K.  Gaunt  was  appointed  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
and  School  Medical  Officer  in  August. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  A.  Longstaff,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
retired  on  Superannuation  after  33  years’  loyal  and  conscientious  ser- 
vice to  the  Corporation,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  *M.  Holgate. 

Miss  H.  E.  Ashley  resigned  her  post  as  Matron  of  the  (Orthopaedic 
Hospital  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage,  and  Miss  Ruth  Roberts  was 
appointed  to  succeed  her. 

I desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  high  standard  set  and 
maintained  by  Mr.  Longstaff  and  Miss  .Vshley  in  the  execution  of  their 
respective  duties. 
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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 


POPULATION 


Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1931  census  was  147,803. 

The  liegistrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough 
a's  at  mid-year  1947  to  be  134,160. 


BIETHS 

Births  registered  during  1947,  and  birth  rate. — During  the  year 
3,339  live,  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1947  was  24.8. 

Birth  rate  in  recent  years.  The  birth  rates  since  1935  are  as 
follows  : — 


1935  

17.0  per  1,000 

1936  

16.4 

1937  

16.3 

1938  

17.0 

1939  .• 

16.8 

1940  

18.7 

1941  

18.5 

1942  

19.6 

1943  

21.9 

1944  

23.3 

1945  

21.2 

1946  

23.5 

1947  

24.8 

Still  births. — In  addition  to  live  births,  131  still  births  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  7 of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  Eegistration  Act,  1926.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
still  birth  rate  of  0.98. 

Comparison  of  birth  rate  with  rates  for  country  generally  : — 

Per  1,000  of  Population 
Live  Still 

, births  births 


England  and  Wales  20.5  0.50 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  23.3  0.62 

148  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident 
populations  15,000  to  50,000  at 
census,  1931)  22.2  0.54 

London  Administrative  County  22.7  0.49 

Birkenhead  24.8  0.98 


" Sex»distribution  of  births. — Of  the  3,339  live  births,  i,712  were 
males  and  1,627  females;  a proportion  of  1,052  : 1,000. 

Ij  Legitimacy. — Of  the  3,339  live  births  registered  215  were  illegiti- 

; mate,  a percentage  of  6.44. 
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Registration  of  stillbirths. — The  T22  tilihirths  registered  were 


classified  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate — Males  04 

hem  ales  40 

niegitirrmte — Males  4 


Fern  ales 
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The  stillbirth  rate  was  do  per  total  binhs. 

Births  notified  during  1947. — During  th.-  \.  ar,  .‘3,790*  birtlis  were 
notified  iu  the  Jiorough  under  Seeti(ai  2<)d  of  th*"  I’ublic  Health  Act, 
1930.  Of  these,  137  were  stillbirths,  lea\ii  g a total  of  3, Got)  live  births. 
This  total  incdudes  birtlis  which  occurred  iu  tin-  HirKeuhead  Maternity 
Hospital  and  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  many  of  which  were 
transferable  to  other  ureas. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births:  — 


Births  in  Public  Institutions:  — 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Ho.spitnl. . . 712  (28  stillblrthsj 

Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ...  77o  (,71  ,,  ) 

Birkenhead  Genei-al  Hospital  ...  — ( — ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  54.5  (13  ,,  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  5 (2  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  inidwives  1022  (43  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parents  — ( — ,,  ) 


3659  (137  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Registrars  reported  42  cases  of  un-notified 
births;  14  by  both  certified  rnidwives  and  doctors,  3 by  the  ^laternity 
Hospital  staff,  1 by  the  IMunicipal  Hospital  staff,  23  by  Annandale 
Nursing  Home,  and  1 by  Homecroft  Nursing  Home. 

DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1,923  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  108  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
outside  the  Borough,  but  excludes  329  deaths  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  14.3  per  1,000. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  since  1937  are  as  follows: 


1937  

1938  

12.1 

1939  

12.9 

1940  

16.1 

1941  

18.9 

1942  

14.3 

1943  

14.8 

1944  

13.3 

1945  

13.7 

1946  

13.7 

1947  

14.3 
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Sex-distribution  of  deaths.— Of  the  total  deaths,  1,030  were  males 
and  893  females,  a proportion  of  1,153  : 1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1947  there  were  no  uncertified  deatlis 
belonging  to  the  area. 

Coroners’  inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  86 
deaths — that  is,  in  4 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  which  came  into  force -on  1st  May,  1927,  a Coroner  may 
certify  death,  after  a post-mortem  examination  has  been  held,  without 
an  inquest.  During  the  year  69  of  the  registered  deaths  (3.5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  were  certified  in  this  way. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  242  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  72  per 
1,000  births. 

There  were  14  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old; 
giving  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  67  per  1,000. 

The  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  year  since  1937  are  given  below : 


1937  77 

1938  75 

1939  58 

1940  80 

1941  102 

1942  68 

1943  ..." 74 

1944  59 

1945  78 

1946  67 

1947  72 

The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  below:  — 

No.  in  No.  in 
1946  1947 

(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  35  40 

Bronchitis  1 1 

Whooping  Cough  1 2 

Measles  — — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  36  79 

(b)  Premature  birth  65  53 

(c)  All  other  causes  70  67 

208  242 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  7.1 
])er  cent,  of  all  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1947.  The  deaths 
from  the  disease  were  as  follows: — ** 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  129 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  9 
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Tliis  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  1.04  per  1 .OOO  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  120  deaths  from  respiratory  tubei-culosis  during  1047,  100 
occurred  in  })ersons  between  lo  and  Oo  years  old — tliat  is,  of  a wage- 
earning age. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — Tlie  seven  “ principal 

epidemic  diseases  ” caused  02  deaths,  as  follows;  — 


Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (undej-  2 years)  8d 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Measles  2 

Scarlet  P'ever  — 

Diphtheria  (including  membraneous  croup)  4 


Fever  (enteric,  typhus,  and  simple  continued)  ...  — 

Smallpox  — 

This  corresponds  to  a deatli-i’ate  from  rdl  tliese  diseases  of  O.OH  j-er 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Pneumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  110  deatlis;  encephalitis  1 ; poliomyelitis  1 ; 
and  cerebrospinal  fever  — . 


Water  supply,  food,  and  drugs 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS, 
AND  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  is  satisfactory,  being  ample  in  quantity  and  pure 
in  quality. 

The  bulk  of  it  is  derived  from  Lake  Alwen,  but  there  are  some- 
times subsidiary  supplies  from  wells  at  Flaybrick  and  Springhill. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  the  water,  both  before 
and  after  infiltration  and  treatment. 

Chemical  analyses  are  also  made  three  times  a year.  The  water 
is  free  from  contamination  and,  although  the  pH  reaction  is  on  the 
acid  side  of  neutrality,  the  Analyst  has  reported  that  the  water  would 
not  exert  “ appreciable  plumbo-solvent  action.’’ 

All  the  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  direct  from  the  public 
water  mains,  and  none  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

Milk  sampling  by  Sanitary  Inspection  Staff. — 178  samples  of  milk 
were  taken,  and  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  Municipal  Labora- 
tory, during  the  year.  123  of  these- samples  were  satisfactory,  and  55 
unsatisfactory.  Suitable  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatis- 
factory samples. 

64  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  the  presence  of 
B.  tuberculosis.  4 gave  a positive  result  and  were  referred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Other  sampling. — During  1947,  261  samples  were  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Of  these,  152  were  formal  and  109  informal. 
148  were  samples  of  milk. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed,  14  were  reported 
adulterated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  4 of  these. 

Ice  Cream. -~29  samples  of  ice  cream  sent  for  examination  were 
graded  as  follows;  — 

15  were  placed  in  Grade  1 

3 were  placed  in  Grade  2 

7 were  placed  in  Grade  3 

4 were  placed  in  Grade  4 

Those  in  grades  3 and  4 were  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  and  the 
manufacturers  were  visited  and  advised  on  methods  of  raising  the 
quality  of  their  product. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  showed  a decrease 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  department  was  without  the  services  of  a Food 
and  Drugs  Inspector  for  a period  of  three  months  of  the  vear. 
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Meat  inspection,  and  inspection  of  foodstuffs  in  shops. — D irii  ■_ 

the  year  106,1-21  animals  wei-e  slauphtorcO  in  tie  aiea,  a decrease  ol 
7,706  on  the  precerliiig  year,  h’his  decrease  w .;--  i*  ade  uj)  inor  t iy  in  sin 
animals.  Approximately  466  tons  (jf  meat  wen*  eund(*mn-  d duriiej  il  i* 
year.  This  condemned  meat  was  utilised  in  tin  rnanufaeture  of  n.-iii- 
edible  by-products.  in  the  inspection  of  shops,  etc.,  foodstuffs 
amounting  to  over  60,000  lbs.  and  16,115  tins  (various  sizes;  of  meat, 
fish,  fruit,  milk,  etc.,  were  found  to  bo  unlit  for  huinari  consumption, 
and  were  condemned. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933. — 66  renewals  of  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  butchers  employed  in  Birkenhead. 
6 licences  were  granted  to  satisfactory  persons  applying  for  the  first 
time. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — Work  under  the  above  Acts  has 
involved : — 

(1)  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938  the  removal  of  6 dairy 
cows  from  herds  within  the  Borough  showing  clinical  signs  of  tuber- 
culosis, or  as  the  result  of  individual  milk  samples. 

(2)  The  supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  premises  housing  the 
above-mentioned  tuberculous  animals. 

(3)  The  routine  inspection  of  22  dairy  herds  within  the  Borough. 

(4)  The  exainination  of  store  pigs  kept  within  the  Borough,  to 
ensure  that  the  animals  are  free  from  Swine  Fever. 

(5)  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats.  Visits  to  ships  in  this  area 
of  the  Port,  regarding  landing,  quarantining  or  destroying  animals. 
Amongst  other  duties:  4 dogs  and  2 cats  were  destroyed  under  super- 
vision. 

(6)  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  to  supervise  animals 
passing  through,  to  see  that  cruelty  is  avoided  and  to  take  precautions 
against  suspected  Anthrax. 


FOOD  POISONING 

On  the  evening  of  28th/29th  June,  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
occurred,  involving  171  persons,  of  whom  97  received  hospital  treat- 
ment. The  symptoms,  which  appeared  within  3-4  hours  of  eating  the 
infected  food,  were  vomiting,  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain. 

All  the  patients  recovered  within  a short  time,  but  a few  were 
detained  in  hospital  for  one  or  two  days.  All  those  affected  had  been 
guests  at  different  parties  held  throughout  the  towm,  the  catering  for 
which  had  been  carried  out  by  one  firm.  Samples  of  the  various 
foodstuffs  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination,  and  it  was  found  that  one  article  of  food,  viz.  trifle,  was 
the  only  one  eaten  by  all  the  affected  persons.  Bacteriological  examin- 
ation proved  it  had  become  infected  by  an  organism,  known  as  staphyl- 
ococcus aureus.  This  organism  multiplies  rapidly  under  suitable  condi- 
tions of  warmth  and  moisture  and  creates  a toxin  which  is  a highly 
irritant  poison. 
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The  trifle  had  been  prepared  over  24  hours  before  consumption  and 
the  weather,  being  warm  and  heavy  during  this  time,  was  conducive 
to  the  rapid  growth  of  bacteria. 

All  the  persons  concerned  with  the  preparation  of  the  trifle  w’ere 
examined  and  one  operative  was  found  to  be  harbouring  the  germ  in 
her  throat  although  she,  herself,  was  quite  unaware  of  the  fact  and 
suffered  no  discomfort  therefrom.  Similar  outbreaks  have  been  reported 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  and  are  difficult  to  prevent. 

Dr.  Morrison  Eitchie,  who  was  responsible  for  the  bacteriological 
investigation  stressed  in  his  report  the  necessity  of  isolation  of  all  food 
handlers  suffering  from  colds,  coughs  or  septic  conditions,  until  the 
risk  of  infection  had  passed.  It  is  also  most  essential  that  all  prepared 
food,  where  there  is  a lapse  of  time  between  preparation  and  consump- 
tion, should  be  stored  in  refrigerators. 
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T uhercn  Losis 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Dr.  E.  Blackstock,  Seuior  Assistant  Medicnl  Officer,  ho  !i;  s 
been  responsible  for  the  work  at  the  Tuberculosis  ( linif*,  ai:.;!  lor  the 
treatment  of  tuberculous  patients  in  the  AJnnici])al  Hos}>ital,  ha-  i})- 
rnitted  the  following  report:  — 

The  Tuberculosis  Service  continued,  as  in  former  years,  to  ft^el  tlit- 
need  for  more  sanatoria  beds.  'I'o  help  the  delay  in  obtaining  treat- 
ment, 35  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  received  their  pneumothorax 
inductions  at  the  Municipal  Hospital.  During  the  year  a total  of  147 
patients  were  admitted  to  the  wards  for  tuberculosis.  Most  of  these 
were  cases  of  a chronic  type  and  it  is  felt  that  other  accommodation  for 
early  cases  must  be  sought  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  where 
the  mixing  of  chronic  and  early  cases  could  be  avoided,  as  one  has  a 
bad  influence  on  the  other  when  nursed  in  the  same  ward.  Jt  is  hoped 
soon  to  make  the  reception  of  these  cases  possible  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

Out  of  a total  of  1,384  new  cases  examined  at  the  Chest  Clinic  231 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a decrease  of 
3 compared  with  1946.  Unfortunately  there  were  10  more  children 
found  with  pulmonary  lesions  than  the  previous  year.  1,160  re-exam- 
inations of  cases  previously  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  998  interviews  regarding  domestic 
problems  and  after-care. 

Many  cases  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  found  to 
be  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  at  home  and  contact  w’as  made  with 
the  Housing  Manager  and  other  accommodation  w^as  found  for  many 
of  these  unfortunate  people. 

All  contacts  to  patients  with  pulmonary  disease  were  Mantoux 
tested  and  those  showing  a positive  reaction  were  sent  for  X-ray  exam- 
ination. The  parents  of  Mantoux  negatives  were  warned  of  the  danger. 
Some  of  these  children  were  admitted  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for 
Children  for  observation  and  further  testing  for  evidence  of  tubercu- 
losis. It  is  felt  that  the  Mantoux  negative  child  should  be  taken  fi-om 
an  infected  home  until  the  patient  can  be  accommodated  in  a sana- 
torium or  hospital  and  rendered  sputum  negative.  With  the  present 
housing  difficulties  and  shortage  of  bed  accommodation  in  institutions 
many  children  must  become  liable  to  direct  infection  from  a parent  or 
relative  contact  with  active  disease.  It  is  hoped  that  soon  B.C.G.  will 
be  available  for  these  Mantoux-negative  contacts  of  tuberculous 
parents. 

It  is  felt  that  with  good  accommodation  available  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  every  effort  should  be  made  to  acquire  adequate 
nursing  staff  to  set  up  an  ‘ ad  hoc  ’ treatment  centre.  With  138  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  it  is  necessary  to  have  this  number 
of  beds  available  for  their  treatment.  At  the  moment  there  is  not  half 
that  number  of  sanatoria  beds  available.  One  can  only  hope  this 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  will  be  ended  under  the  National  Health 
Service  in  the  near  future. 

New  Gases 

(a)  Pulmonary — The  number  of  notifications  of  the  pulmonary 
type  of  tuberculosis  shows  a slight  decrease ; 231  as  compared  with  234 
in  1946.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  case  of  pulmonary  children ; 
23  as  compared  with  18  in  1946. 


T uherculosis 


13 


(b)  Non-pulmonary — The  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis have  fallen  from  48  in  1946  to  44  in  1947,  38  of  these  being 


children. 

DEATHS 

Adults 

Children 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul 

1947 

116 

2 

13 

7 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  was 
275  made  up  as  follows:  — 


Male.s 

j Females 

Up  to  1.5 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Total 

Pulmonary 

9 

130 

! 

78 

231 

Other  forms  

17 

5 

16 

6 

44 

Total 

26 

135 

30 

84  i 

275 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  N otificatioii  Begister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  1,663.  Of  these,  1,256  (728  males  and  528  females)  were 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  407  (186  males  and  221 
females)  were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Clinic  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  1,519.  Of  these  1,193  (695  males  and  498  females)  were  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  326  (156  males  and  170  females) 
were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

BIRKENHEAD  ORTHOPEDIC  HOSPITAL  FOR  CHILDREN 

Patients  dealt  with.— At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were 
36  patients  in  the  Hospital.  There  were  42  admissfons  during  the 


year.  These  were  classified  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  7 

,,  ,,  abdominal  glands  or  peritoneum  6 

,,  ,,  cervical  and  other  glands  5 

,,  ,,  other  organs  — 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  5 

Non-tubercular  conditions  of  bones  and  joints  ...  4 

Non- tubercular  conditions  of  other  organs  15 


There  were  29  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  duration  of  stay.— For  the  patients  discharged  during  the 
year  the  average  length  of  stay  in  the  hospital  was  26  weeks. 

Other  Sanatoria. — The  following  table  shows  the  admissions,  dis- 
charges, etc.  of  tuberculous  patients  dealt  with  at  other  sanatoria. 


Table  Showing  Admissions,  Discharges,  &c.  of  Tuberculous  Patients  to  and  from  Sanatoria 
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BJEKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. — During  1947,  2,884  refills 
were  given,  including  35  primary  inductions.  There  were  1,915  X-ray 
screenings  performed  during  the  year. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 

Dr.  Stanley  Ball,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  who  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  has  made  the  following 
report  : — 

Venereal  Diseases  should  be  regarded  as  a special  group  of  the 
communicable  diseases  against  which  Health  Services  of  the  country 
are  constantly  fighting,  a task  not  rendered  any  easier  by  the  moral 
questions  involved.  The  conspiracy  of  silence  which  in  the  past  has 
hampered  this  work  is  rapidly  being  overcome,  and  the  social  implica- 
tions of  a disease  spread  by  sexual  intercourse  can  be  lessened  by  a 
wise  education. 

Statistics  show  that  the  efforts  of  venereologists  and  workers  in 
public  health  were  very  successful  between  the  two  wars;  the 
number  of  cases  of  early  syphilis  dealt  with  at  treatment  centres 
in  1939  was  only  45  per  cent,  of  those  in  1931.  With  the  war,  how- 
ever, came  an  inevitable  rise  in  the  incidence,  showing  slightly  in  1940 
and  rising  to  a maximum  in  1945/1946  and  now  beginning  to  fall  off 
again. 

New  remedies  have  undoubtedly  caused  a revolution  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  diseases,  although  they  have  accompanying- 
dangers  and  drawbacks.  The  rapid  disappearance  following  the 
treatment  of  gonorrhoea  with  Sulphonamides  has  led  to  the  discon- 
tinuance of  attendances  in  many  cases  before  a complete  cure  was 
effected,  and  under  treatment  has  led  to  the  emergence  of  Sulphona- 
mide  resistance  strains.  On  the  other  hand  the  remarkably  reduced 
incidence  of  impaired  vision  following  the  introduction  of  Sulphona- 
mides for  the  treatment  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  must  be  regarded 
j as  a solid  gain.  The  later  discovered  remedy — Penicillin — at  last  seems 
‘ to  be  a remedy  for  gonorrhoea  which,  when  properly  used,  can  avoid  to 
a great  extent  one  of  the  drawbacks  to  the  use  of  Sulphonamides — the 
creation  of  resistance  strains — as  a large  proportion  of  the  cases  can 
be  cured  in  a single  day,  although  this  again  in  some  cases  has  led  to 
discontinuance  of  attendance  before  being  certified  cured. 

Control  of  venereal  diseases  has  been  assisted  by  certain  general 
measures  of  which  public  education,  contact  tracing  and  follow  up  of 
defaulters  have  played  no  small  part.  Further  recommendations  b}- 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Venereal  Diseases  are  (1)  routine  blood  test- 
ing in  the  case  of  every  pregnant  woman;  (2)  the  compulsion  of 
parents  or  guardians  of  congenital  syphilitic  infants  to  secure  for  such 
children  continued  treatment  until  the  risk  of  late  effects  is  eliminated ; 
(3)  the  Alinister  of  Health  should  undertake  a thorough  investigation* 
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into  the  problem  of  prostitution  witli  a view  to  putting  tlu^  public  in 
possession  of  all  the  facts  and  securing  its  supjiort  in  measures  desi^-ned 
to  reduce  the  si)read  of  venereal  diseases  by  prostitution. 

Details  of  attendances  and  new  cases  at  the  Clinic  during  the 
years  1940/1947  are  set  out  below. 

(a)  Total  attendances  : 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1940  

3,688 

1,745 

5,433 

1941  

3,183 

1,975 

5,159 

1942  

4,052 

3,603 

7,655 

1943  

4,486 

5,716 

10,202 

1944  

....  4,161 

5,045 

9,206 

1945  

....  5,131 

5,064 

10,195 

1946  

....  8,012 

7,260 

15,272 

1947  

....  6.906) 

6,074 

12,980 

(b)  New  Cases 


Ye:ir 

Syphili.s 

Soft  Chancre 

(ionorrlnea 

Non-Venereal 

Totals 

Toail 
.New 
( '.ase^ 

Males 

Fe- 

niale.s 

.Males 

I'e- 

inales 

i n,aL 

Males 

Fe- 

niales 

.Males 

Fe- 

males 

1940 

46 

17 

/ 



j. 

110  14 

91 

24 

257 

55 

1 312 

1941 

49 

23 

11 

— 

138  1 13 

1 93 

25 

291 

61 

352 

1942 

47 

48 

3 

— 

no  1 52 

99 

2.59 

135 

1 394 

1943 

59 

43 

3 

_ 

120  1 102 

214 

111 

396 

256 

, 652 

1944 

60 

39 

3 

— 

73  i 56 

188 

117 

324 

212 

1 536 

1945 

48 

31 

0 

1 

109  1 94 

248 

107 

407 

233 

640 

1946 

69 

43 

•3 

— 

219  ; in 

330 

M 

621 

235 

8. 56 

1947 

43 

30 

— 

— 

156  i 67 

302 

S4  1 

.501 

181 

682 

These  figures  do  not  include  new  })atients  seen  during  the  3'ear 
who  have  been  })reviously  treatc'd  elsewhere.  These  figui-es  for  the 
year  1947  are  : 

Males  59  Females  9 Total  68 


making  the  total  number  of  patients  new  to  this  clinic  for  the 
year  1947  


751 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Poliomyelitis  has  always  been  present  in  England  in  sporadic 
form,  but  this  year  the  incidence  has  risen  to  epidemic,  or  rather  pan- 
demic, dimensions. 

; The  disease,  which  is  found  in  all  temperate  climates,j  is  due  to  a 
■;  virus  which  has  its  habitat,  in  the  initial  stage  of  the  disease,  in  the 
I nose  and  throat,  but  in  the  later  stages  in  the  excreta  from  the  bowel. 

I The  incidence  is  quite  unpredictable;  it  occurs  just  as  frequently  among 
j the  rich  as  the  poor  and  as  often  in  the  mansion  as  in  the  slum.  Sani- 
I tation  and  malnutrition  have  no  bearing  on  its  occurrence  and  its  infec- 
\ tivity  is  also  erratic  in  nature.  Its  effects  also  cannot  be  foreseen  and 
I vary  from  slight  discomfort  and  weakness,  wdiich  passes  off  quickly,  to 
j paralysis,  sometimes  permanent,  of  one  or  more  muscle  groups,  and 
1 in  severe  cases  of  most  of  the  muscles  of  the  body. 

j Between  1st  January  and  1st  October,  there  were  26  notifications 
j of  the  disease;  8 in  males  and  18  in  females,  of  these  10  were  found 
f after  a period  of  observation  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease,  so 
f the  actual  number  of  cases  was  16.  Only  three  of  these  cases  were 
1 severe,  one  of  which  died,  whilst  the  other  two  have  extensive  paralysis 
i of  both  lower  limbs,,  and  have  undergone  or  are  still  undergoing  treat- 
■ ment  at  a Special  Hospital. 

I INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WHICH  AEE  NOTIFIABLE 

; Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 

I (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  1947  at  various  ages:  — 


Disease 

1 

iind 

1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

15-20 

yrs. 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

*45-65 
i yrs. 

65 

yrs. 

up 

Total 

Smallpox  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



_ 

1 — 





Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria  and  membra- 

1 

4 

13 

17 

17 

76 

.55 

13 

14 

1 

211 

1 

nous  croup  

5 

8 

11 

18 

1 5 

54 

44 

I;! 

27 

12 

3 

— 

210 

Erysipelas  

4 

2 

4 

16 

7 

33 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  fever  













1 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

( hiTi n pn  fp vpr 

V-/ VIA  l/ill  1C  V Ci  

fpvpr 

ic  V ci  . 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

1 



— 

1 

1 

1 

2 



— 

3 

1 

— 

10 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

(acute) 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (acute).  ... 

— 

1 

5 

2 

— 

3 

4 

3 

6 

3 

— 

— 

27 

Puerperal  pvrexia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

25 

3 

— 

— 

29 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

7 

7 

Cholera  

— 

Pneumonia 

24 

19 

19 

11 

6 

38 

9 

4 

20 

19 

46 

29 

244 

Malaria  

















4 







4 

Dvsenterv  

^Measles 

1 

o 

1 

4 

56 

91 

104 

114 

101 

229 

16 

8 

11 

1 

— 

— 

731 

* Whooping  cough  

93 

90 

86 

A- 

71 

94 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

536 

Totals  

ISS 

215 

238 

2.',  7 

212 

496 

138 

46 

109 

47 

67 

36 

2049 

1 * Made  notifiable  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

j Eegulations,  dated  October  23rd,  1939 
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Other  infeclious  aiseascs 

The  number  of  jjatieiits  treated  in  tlie  inf('clious  Id.^c-ases  H<>-j/it:d 


durin^f  the  year  was  as  follows;  — 

In  lif>sy)i1al  at  1)0*^11111111^^  (<f  \ear  48 

Admitted  to  hos])ital  durin*/  year  dUd — d47 

Discharged  from  hospital  during  year  dnd 


Number  of  deaths  in  luisjiital  during  \ear  \’l — did 


Itemaining  in  hos|)ital  at  end  of  year  


An  analysis  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  is  given  below; 


Patients  sent  in 
as  suffering  from 

I n liospital 
at  heginning 
of  year 

.A<lmitte<f 
• luring  vear 

; l>ie(l 

' •luring  vear 

! 

1 >istharge<l 
• luring  year 

Peinaining 
in  ho.spital  at 
enil  of  year 

Scarlet  fevei'  

S 

.'.1 

- 

F. 

*) 

r.u 

4 

Dijihtlieria 

w: 

•j 

p 

F. 

1 

120 

- 

1 IS 

Enteric  fever 

. .M. 

y 

1 

;; 

2 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

.M.j 

1 

0 

F.  1 

1 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

3 

4 

4 

Measles  

. M . 1 

O 

I'' 

1 

49 

o 

.■5:3 

•*) 

32 

. 

Whooping  Cough  

..M. 

1 

s 

! ? i 

1 

F. 

1 

8 

“i  : 

f 1 

1 

Other  diseases  

. . M . 

:30 

1 

29  1 

F. 

1 

1 30 

] 

35  ' 

Totals  . 

••  --I 

1 

4:3 

.'.04 

12  1 

• 503  j 

32 

Of  the  5 patients  sent  into  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  as 
suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  2 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Para- 
typhoid-B,  1 from  Broncho-pneumonia  and  Septicaemia,  and  1 from 
food  Toxaemia  and  1 ? Enteritis. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  and  these 
all  occurred  in  non-immunised  persons. 

There  has,  up  to  date,  never  been  any  death  from  Diphtheria  in  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  occurring  in  an  immunised  person. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  free  of  charge  has  continued 
throughout  the  year;  the  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course 
show^s  a slight  decrease  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Other  infectiojLS  diseases 
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The  number  of  children  whose  immunisation  was  completed  during 
the  year  was  1,354,  made  up  as  follows:  — 

1 — 5 years  of  age  1,147 

5 — 15  years  of  age  192 

1,339 

15  years  and  over  15 

Total  1,354 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  exactly  the  total  number  of  children  in 
these  age  groups  in  Birkenhead  but  a fair  estimate  would  be:  — 

0 — 4 years  of  age  (inclusive)  13,010 

5 — 14  years  of  age  ,,  20,370 

Total  33.380 


Out  of  this  total,  the  numbers  o^  children  who  have  now  (that  is, 
by  the  31st  December,  1947)  received  a complete  course  of  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria  as  follows:  — 

Under  5 years  of  age  3,864  (29. 7 o/) 

5 — 15  years  of  age  11,122  (54.6%) 

14,986  44.8% 


Total 
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Tabular  statement  s^iovving  tbe  number  of  oliiblreii  immunised  eacdi 
year  since  1933: — 


Ajje  in  years  on 
31st  December  of  the 
corre.sponding  year. 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1918 

1939 

' 1 940 

1 

1941 

1 

1 1942 

1943 

1944 

194:) 

1940 

1947 

'J'ota 

iniiiiunisi 
31st  Itecei 
1947 

Under  1 year  

- 

— 

‘J 

1 

13 

3 

1 3 

i 1 

1 

; — 

18 

9 

5 

30 

) 

1 

1 year  

2 

1 

62 

1 16 

19 

31 

12 

i 

1 106 

: 419 

551 

54" 

j 714 

588 

71-2 

1 

2 years 

2 

8 

29 

15 

24 

73 

45 

h' 

;2oi 

j 501 

465 

3D 

355 

355 

241 

|Aged  un< 

1 ye.tn- 

3 ^’^ears 

7 

7 

42 

12 

30 

78 

77 

32 

1 

1 211 

414 

392 

65 

139 

125 

93, 

71 

1 3, >6 

4 years  

2 

13 

62 

19 

28 

28 

1 

! 

1 

j 181 

1 

379 

382 

57 

47 

j 75 

5 years 

4 

12 

201 

24 

43 

1 25 

4 3 

i 

|2.-, 

j 241 

350 

1 246 

60 

3/ 

51 

55  i 

6 years  

6 

11 

479 

29 

48 

174 

31 

1 19 

i 450 

1 

! 478 

! 264 

285 

48 

27! 

43 

33 1 

7 years  . . 

2 

9 

580 

18 

32 

190 

45 

27 

1 219 

320 

43 

17i 

26 

i 

20i 

8 years 

8 

9 

591 

13 

19 

200 

32 

~| 

511 

1 163 

248 

23 

10| 

20 

1 

9 years  

1 

12 

668 

10 

23 

120 

23 

IS  , 

-| 

1 l‘^9 

286 

21 

12 

20 

17' 

1 

Aged  5-15 

10  years  



11 

713 

t 

5 : 

125 

20 

17  . 

51  oj 

1 240 

16 

6 

27 

14! 

11.12 

11  years 

— 

1 

666 

7 

10 

96 

11 

10  1 

655! 

II2I 

292 

16 

111 

17 

h' 

12  years  

6 

557 

4 

9 

111 

11 

1 

10  ^ 

385 

113j 

298 

- 

>i 

10 

5! 

1 

1 3 years  

_ 

3 

532 

4 

6 > 

62 

9 

7 

336 

103 

198j 

15 

1 

5 

-1 

/ 

1 

14  years 

— 

1 

306 

11 

4 

44 

3 

6 

250 

36 

1 

20S' 

19 

8 

4 

7I 

15  years  and  over 

9 

6 

90 

14 

9 

69 

25 

23 

132 

27 

1 

33 

24 

22 

.8 

1.5 

1 

i 

Aged  15 
and  0 

! 

' 

__ 

! 

11,94 

Total  each  year. 

43 

110 

5581  ' 

204  : 

1 

310 

1588 

373 

279 

5170 

1 i 

1 ^ 

335014462:1318 

1 i 

1407 

1379 

1 

! 

I354I 

1 

Grand  ' 
19.33-1 
26.9: 

SKIN  CLINIC 

1,573  attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  by 
adults  and  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Details  of  the  defects 
treated  are  set  out  below. 


Other  Infectious  diseases 
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Information  relating  to  the  treatment  of  school  children  may  be 
found  on  page  40  of  this  report. 


Uisease  or  defect 


Number  of  de- 
fects treated  at 
the  Clinic  during 
the  year 


Scabies 


(a)  Uncomplicated  

(b)  Complicated  

Scabies  contacts  (found  to  be  free  from  Scabies) 

Diseases  of  the  -scalp  (due  to  lice  and  nits) 

Other  skin  diseases 


195 

162 

55 
29 

56 


Total 


497 


MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

The  source,  nature,  and  number  of  the  specimens  examined  during 
1947  at  the  municipal  laboratory  are  set  out  in  a table  below.  Dr.  J. 
M.  Eitchie  has  been  in  charge  of  this  work. 


Specimens  from  Birkenhead  sources  examined  during  year  1947: — 


I.D. 

Hospital 

B’head 

other 

Medical 

Mun. 

Hospital 

Sections 
of  Dept. 

Practi- 

tioners 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria— Pos.  ..  

253 

6 

5 

24 

288 

Neg 

1598 

382 

49 

549 

2578 

Sputum  for  Tubercle — Pos 

— 

207 

166 

9 

382 

Neg 

— 

718 

366 

89 

1173 

Blood  for  Widal  Pos.  

1 

— 

— 



1 

Neg.  

6 

15 

1 

4 

26 

Blood  for  Wassermann  

3 

321 

2446 

279 

3049 

Smears  for  Gonococci  

2 

134 

1209 

43 

1388 

Other  Examinations  

263 

1104C 

88  ' 

1028 

13217 

2126 

12829 

5122 

2025 

2-102 

Specimens  from  other  Authorities: — 


Clatterbridge  (County)  General  Hospital  9,393 

Clatterbridge  Isolation  Hospital  708 

Wallasey  (Mill  Lane  Hospital)  541 

Borough  of  Bebington  604 

Wirral  Urban  District  Council  198 

Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  63 

11,507 


Total  from  all  sources 


33,609 


22 


Bi  rkenliead  iiiuiiicipal  Jtospitdl 


BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  (GENERAL) 
HOSPITAL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 

During'  1134/,  a luitlicr  iiicre.ist;  in  the;  iiumiHa-  of  iii-jailieiils  tfjok 
place,  6,020  being  adiniltecl  diiriiig  the  vear.  and  this  is  the  liigliot 
hgure  of  aeinilssions  toi-  anv  year  since  the  liosiatal  \eas  anni-onriated 
in  lOdd. 

The  whole-time  Medical  Staff  of  the  llr^spital  consists  of:  — 

Medical  Sujjei-intendent  (J)i’.  H.  A.  (.Iraiit) 

Dejmty  Medical  Supei-intendent 
Senior  Resident  Aledical  Officer 
Four  Resident  Medical  Officers 
A Specialist  Antesthetisf. 

A Pathologist. 

In  addition,  the  part-time  services  of:  — 

A Radiologist 
A Physician 

An  Aurist  and  Laryngologist 
A Psychiatrist 

A Cotisulting  Surgeon  in  Oeneral  Surgery 
An  Orthopindic  Surgeon 
An  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist 
A Dental  Surgeon 

were  retained,  and  Dr.  Rlackstock  and  Dr.  Ball  carried  out  duties  as 
Consultants  in  their  special  subjects  (tuberculosis  and  venereal 
diseases) . 

The  Hospital  is  recognised  as  a Training  School  for  the  General 
.Nursing  Council,  and  as  a Part  I.  Training  School  for  the  Diploma  of 
the  Central  Alidwives’  Board;  during  the  past  year  8 members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff  have  passed  out  from  the  Hospital  as  fully  trained  Nurses, 
and  9 were  successful  in  Part  I.  of  the  Central  i\Jidwives’  Board 
examination. 

When  Wards  H.3.  and  H.5.,  which  were  damaged  by  enemy  action, 
are  completed,  the  total  number  of  beds  at  the  Hospital  will  be  522. 

During  the  reconstruction  of  Wards  H.3.  and  H.5.  it  was  decided 
to  cubicalise  H.5.  entirely  and  to  utilise  these  cubicles  for  the  treat- 
ment of  children  suffering  from  epidemic  gastro-enteritis,  which  has 
been  so  prevalent  in  most  large  towns  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years.  The  mortality  of  this  disease  is  extremely  high  and  it  is  essential 
to  treat  children  in  separate  cubicles.  It  is  hoped  that  when  the.se 
wards  are  completed  the  mortality  may  be  still  further  reduced. 

During  the  winter,  the  chronic  wards  at  the  Hospital  became  con- 
gested, and  it  has  on  occasion  been  necessary  to  refuse  the  admission 
of  this  type  of  case  from  both  Wallasey  and  Birkenhead.  A definite 
and  restricted  number  of  beds  has  been  set  aside  for  chronic  and  incur- 
able cases,  including  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  order  to  avoid  refusing 
admission  of  acute  cases.  When  these  chronic  beds  are  filled  the 
admission  of  further  patients  in  this  category  has  necessarily  been 
postponed. 
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During  the  winter  months  of  1947,  the  accommodation  for  acute 
medical  and  surgical  cases  was  at  times  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demands  made  on  the  hospital  and  a small  percentage  of  acute  cases 
required  to  be  refused  admission  as  well. 

During  the  early  part  of  1947,  the  Maternity  Block  was  completely 
painted  and  the  floors  re-laid. 

Most  Maternity  Blocks  throughout  the  country  suffered  from  out- 
breaks of  diarrhoea  amongst  both  mothers  and  babies,  the  cause  of 
which  was  never  quite  apparent. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  Maternity  Ward  was  780  against  747 
in  1946. 

Stretcher  bearers  from  the  B.R.C.S.  still  continue  to  render  valu- 
able assistance  to  the  Hospital.  Their  help  is  particularly  appreciated 
in  transferring  cases  to  the  Municipal  Annexe  at  Arrowe  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Without  their  assistance  the  Annexe  could  not  function 
as  smoothly  as  it  does,  and  we  owe  a deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Bed  Cross  Stretcher  Bearers  for  giving  up  their  Sunday  mornings  and 
assisting  with  transfers  to  the  Annexe,  which  sometimes  number  18 
to  20  at  one  time. 

Several  electrically  heated  containers  have  been  purchased  for  use 
in  the  Hospital  to  transport  food  to  the  most  distant  wards  from  the 
kitchen,  and  patients  in  these  wards  are  now  served  with  meals  which 
are  warm  and  palatable.  An  evening  meal  is  now  provided  for  patients, 
and  is  greatly  appreciated.  Most  acceptable  gifts  of  foodstuffs  have 
been  received  from  the  various  Dominions  during  the  past  year,  notably 
from  South  Africa,  Australia  and  Canada,  and  these  gifts  have  helped 
considerably  to  improve  the  somewhat  meagre  rations  available  for 
patients. 

During  1947,  a further  addition  to  the  electricall}'  heated  con- 
tainers was  made  and  the  hospital  now  possesses  six.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  course  of  time  every  ward  will  have  its  own  electrically  heated 
container. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  shortage  of  Nursing  Staff  is  still  the  most 
serious  difficulty  we  have  to  contend  with  in  the  hospital  at  the  present 
time.  It  has  been  necessary  to  close  a ward  down  from  time  to  time 
on  account  of  this  shortage  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  large  number 
of  part-time  and  non-resident  Nurses  now  employed,  matters  would  be 
much  worse. 

As  I have  emphasised  in  the  past,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  give 
patients  the  same  attention  and  care  as  they  received  in  pre-war  days 
owing  to  the  grave  shortage  of  Nurses  which  this  hospital,  in  common 
with  many  others,  suffers  from.  The  employment  of  Ward  Orderlies 
has  assisted  in  some  respects,  but  there  is  still  a diminished  intake  of 
Student  Nurses  and  it  appears  that  this  shortage  will  continue  for  some 
time  to  come. 

In  spite  of  the  Nursing  difficulties  very  few  complaints  have  been 
received.  The  patients  are  conscious  of  the  shortage  which  exists  and 
have  been  most  co-operative, 
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During  1947,  two  further  full-time  appointments  were  made  to  the 
Hospital;  one,  the  appointment  of  a Pathologist  and  the  estahlishnumt 
of  a Pathological  Department  at  the  Hospital;  secondly,  an  Ana*''- 
thetist  to  deal  with  all  major  amesthetic-  problems  which  arise  from 
day  to  day. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a new  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the 
Hospital.  These  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
it  is  hoped  to  commence  work  on  this  jjroject  on  the  1st  July,  1948. 

The  Pathological  work  at  the  presejit  time  is  confined  to  a small 
side  room,  which  is  most  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  new 
Laboratory  will  be  in  existence  before  the  end  of  194H. 


Arrowe  Municipal  Hospital  Annexe 


Forty  beds  are  provided  in  this  Annexe  for  convalescent  patients 
transferred  from  the  Hospital ; during  the  year  HIO  patients  were 
admitted. 

The  Annexe  is  of  considerable  value  in  relieving  pressure  of  bed 
accommodation  at  the  Municipal  Hospital,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
patients  are  greatly  benefitted  by  a stay  at  Arrowe  Park. 

The  Annexe  is  fitted  throughout  with  wireless,  and  an  excellent 
library  is  maintained  by  the  B.R.C.S.  The  voluntary  services  given 
by  the  Librarian  and  her  assistants,  who  distribute  books  and  maga- 
zines to  the  patients  every  week,  are  much  appreciated. 

A considerable  number  of  children  suffering  from  rheumatic 
disease  are  treated  in  the  Annexe.  These  children  require  prolonged 
convalescence  in  order  to  avoid  the  disabling  heart  complications  so 
common  in  this  disease.  Nothing  could  be  more  ideal  than  the  sur- 
roundings of  Arrowe  for  this  type  of  child.  The  education  of  the  chil- 
dren is  maintained  by  the  attendance  of  the  School  Teachers  from  the 
Hospital  on  several  days  per  week.  Much  useful  occupational  therapy 
is  also  provided. 

A Preliminary  Training  School  for  Nurses  has  now  been  established 
at  the  Annexe.  Student  Nurses  commencing  training  at  the  Hospital 
are  accommodated  here  for  the  first  three  months  of  their  training.  They 
are  given  intensive  instruction  on  elementary  nursing,  hygiene,  etc., 
by  the  Preliminary  Training  School  Sister  Tutor,  and  this  is  a great 
advance.  No  nurse  enters  the  hospital  until  she  has  completed  her 
three  months’  preliminary  training  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Preliminary  Training  School  will  improve  the  general 
standard  at  the  Preliminary  and  Final  State  Examinations  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

A Lecture  Room  and  fully  equipped  Demonstration  Room  have 
been  set  up  and  certain  rooms  utilised  for  residential  accommodation 
of  pupils.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  an  excellent  method  of  intro- 
duction to  Nursing  and  the  nurse,  when  she  enters  the  hospital,  no 
longer  feels  an  entire  stranger  in  strange  surroundings. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions,  births,  dis- 
charges and  deaths  during  the  year  1947 : — 


In  Hospital  on  31st  Dec.,  1946  ... 

Men 

185 

Women 

166 

Children 

95 

Total 

396 

Admissions  and  Births 

From  own  homes  & other  Hospitals 

1211 

2646 

1143 

5000 

Service  cases  admitted  

123 

3 

— 

126 

From  Birkenhead  Institution  

32 

29 

52 

113 

From  Eastham  House  

3 

4 

— 

7 

Births  in  Hospital  

— 

— 

780 

780 

Total  admissions  and  births  

1369 

2682 

1975 

6026 

Total  cases  dealt  with  during  the 

year  

1504 

2848 

2070 

6422 

Discharges  and  Deaths 

To  own  homes  or  other  Hospitals 

931 

2439 

1766 

5136 

Service  cases  discharged  

125 

3 

— 

128 

To  Birkenhead  Institution  

22 

35 

51 

108 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

297 

228 

169 

694 

Total  discharges  and  deaths  

1375 

2705 

1986 

6066 

Civilian  cases  in  Hospital  on  31st 

December,  1947  

118 

143 

84 

345 

Service  cases  in  Hospital  on  31st 
December,  1947  

11 

11 

Total  cases  remaining  in  Hospital 
on  31st  December,  1947  

129 

- 143 

84 

356 

A summary  of  the  attendances  made  in  the  Continuation  Clinic 


and  Out-Patients  Department:  — 

New  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

...  306 

607 

Ophthalmic 

...  177 

578 

Orthopaedic  

...  157 

584 

Dental 

80 

179 

Diabetics 

47 

840 

Physiotherapy 

...  185 

5948 

Dressings 

...  136 

2531 

Post-Natal 

...  380 

538 

Gynaecological 

...  133 

283 

Total  attendances  at  Continuation  Clinic : 

Medical  and  Surgical  ... 

...  1081 
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The  total  uumber  of  surgical  oi)eiations  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  as  follows:  — 

Operations  c.arried  out  under;  — 

General  Aiiaisthetics  ...  ...  02^ 

Local  do.  ...  ... 

Spina)  do.  ...  ...  (ib 

Intravenous  do.  ...  ...  004 

No  do.  ...  ...  107 

1510 

Total  (Operations  lor  1047,  1510. 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids:  — 


School  Health  Service  ...  ...  172 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Eye  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Nasal  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dental  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Below  is  a suinniary  of  the  Mateinitx  ea>es  dealt  with  at  the 
Hospital  during  1047:  — 


Total  No. 
of  women 
dealt  with 

.Married 

.single 

'I’otal  No. 
of  children 
dealc  with 

Live  births 

.Still  births 

883 

834 

49 

8li8 

780 

48 

X-RAY  DEPARTMENT. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  X-ray  Department 
during  1947  is  set  out  below*:  — 


In-patients 


Stomach 
Kidney 
Gall  Bladder 
Chest 
General 


Cases 

Radiograp 

250 

1405 

104 

825 

90 

300 

1454 

1645 

541 

1622 

In-patients  screened,  800. 


Out-patients 


Cases 

Radiographs  taken 

Stomach 

26 

131 

Kidney 

18 

40 

Chest 

2022 

2794 

General 

388 

829 

Out-patients  screened, 

1915. 

Total  number  of  Radiograph 

s taken  ... 

...  9151 

Total  number  of  patients  screened  ... 

...  2715 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

...  4993 

Electrocardiographs  taken 

97 
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ARROWE  ANNEXE  STATISTICS 

Men.  Women.  Children.  Total. 


In  Hospital  on  31st  Dec.,  1946  

9 

6 

9 

24 

Admissions 

From  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ... 

•282 

395 

133 

810 

Discharges 

To  own  Homes 

245 

259 

127 

631 

To  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 

38 

30 

10 

78 

To  I.D.H 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Institution 

1 

3 

— 

4 

To  Manor  Grange  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Leasowe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Market  Drayton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Absconded 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died  in  Hospital  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

284 

393 

137 

814 

Total  cases  in  Hospital  at  31st  Dec.,  1947 

7 

8 

5 

20 

28 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 


Birkenhead  mentally  detective  children  continued  to  attend  the 
Wallasey  Occupation  Centre,  the  attendances  being  very  s.atislhctory 
throughout  the  year. 


The  total  number  of  cases  under  the  care  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 

Acts  Committee  at  the  end  of  the 

year 

was  309 

'riiese  had  been 

dealt  with  in  the  following  ways:  — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

16  years  Under  16  year# 

16  years 

and  over  16  veara  and  over 

1.  Under  “ Order  ” 

In  Institutions  (excl.  cases 

on  Licence) : — 

Ashton  House  

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

Durren  Hill  

— 



— 1 

1 

Cranage  Hall  

4 

31 

4 51 

90 

Mary  Dendy  Home  

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Public  Assistance  

— 

19 

— 4 

23 

Hampton  State  

— 

1 

— 1 

2 

Koyal  Albert  

3 

»> 

o 

— — 

6 

Stoke  Park  Colony  

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

7 

55 

4 59 

125 

On  Licence  from  Institutions 

— 

11 

— 8 

19 

Under  Guardianship  

— 

2 

— — 

2 

2.  In  “ place  of  safety  ” 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

3.  Under  Statutory  Supervision... 

27 

44 

14  58 

143 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal 

to  an  Institution  

9 

14 

2 1 

26 

4.  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any 

of  the  above  headings  

1 

9 

1 8 

19 

Totals  

36 

121 

19  133 

309 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Kegister 

of  Occupation  Centre  

25 

males 

6 females 

The  following  table  shows  the 

number  of  cases  reported  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 

and  the  method  of  disposal  of  such 

cases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Keported  under  Section  57  (3)  ... 

10 

5 

15 

(5)  .... 

4 

4 

8 

Total  . 

14 

9 

.23 

Mental  deficiency 
Welfare  of  the  blind 
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Method  of  disposal:  — 

Sent  to  Institutions  (by  Order)  — 

Placed  under  Guardianship  (by  Order)  — 
Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  14 

Taken  to  “ Place  of  Safety  ’’  — 

Died  or  Removed  from  Area  — 

Action  not  yet  taken  — 

Total  14 


1 1 
8 22 


9 23 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  total  number  of  blind  pei'sons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  267 — 138  imdes  and  129  females. 

The  rate  of  domiciliary  allowance  made  to  blind  persons  was 
increased  as  from  18th  December,  1947.  At  the  end  of  the  year  178 
blind  persons  were  in  receipt  of  domiciliary  allowance. 

The  occupational  centre  which  was  opened  in  1947  maintains  a 
regular  attendance  and  does  much  to  help  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
newly  blinded.  la)cal  tradespeople  and  householders  have  greatly 
supported  this  comparatively  new  venture  by  supplying  a steady  flow 
of  chairs  for  re-seating  in  cane  and  rush. 

A monthly  social  gathering  for  the  blind  has  recently  been 
organised  by  the  Red  Cross  Society ; in  addition  to  this  individual  effort 
the  Society  renders  invaluable  service  by  its  assistance  at  all  social 
functions  for  the  blind. 
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HOUSING  & ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


The  housing  sliortage  is  still  acute,  and  many  ianiilies  are  living 
under  deplorably  overciowded  and  insanitary  conditions. 

This  statement  is  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  aspersing  the  ettorls 
of  the  Housing  Committee,  w hich,  under  existing  circumstances,  makes 
every  endeavour  to  cope  with  the  problem,  but  in  order  to  point  out  that 
the  full  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  community  will  never  be 
attained  until  the  present  situation  is  remedied. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses,  etc. — This  work  again  suhered 
from  the  shortage  of  inspectorial  staff  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
There  were  three  vacancies  for  inspectors  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  for  housing  or  other  defects 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  was  13,883.  In  addition,  there 
were  36,834  re-inspections.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against 
the  owners  of  4 houses  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
statutory  notices  served  upon  them. 

Closing  orders  under  Sec.  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  were  made 
in  two  cases  where  parts  of  buildings  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


Extermination  of  Rats  and  Mice. — The  poisoning  of  rats  in  the 
sewers  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  Results  show  that  these 
maintenance  treatments  are  as  necessary  as  ever  and  that  all  the  sewer 
manholes,  at  least  in  the  older  parts  of  the  Borough,  should  be  treated 
twice  a year.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  One  Rodent  Operator  w^as  en- 
gaged full  time  on  this  work  for  7 months  of  the  year.  The  number  of 
manholes  treated  during  that  time  was  4,501. 

A second  Rodent  Operator  dealt  with  surface  infestations.  115 
premises  were  treated  during  the  year  by  this  operator,  in  addition  to 
which,  his  advice  was  sought  by  many  people  who  carried  out  their  own 
disinfestation. 


Fadories  Ad^  1937 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  I set 
out  below  a Table  showing  the  inspections  made,  and  the  defects 
found,  under  Part  I of  the  x\ct. 

Under  Part  VIII  of  the  Act,  4 outworkers  engaged  in  the  making 
of  Wearing  Apparel  were  included  in  the  August  list  required  by  Section 
110  (1)  (cj  ; there  were  no  prosecutions  under  Sections  110  or  111. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  pur]joses  of  ])roA'isions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  m;ide  by  Sanitary  Insjjectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Kegister 

Inspections 

Written 
. notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

i 

88 

15 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  tbe  Local 
Authorities 

302 

48 

18 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  -f 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

TOTAL  

390 

63 

1 

22 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEEE  FOUND 


Number 

’ of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

N umber  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Keferred 

To  H.M.  (By  II.M. 
Inspector  j Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (^S.l) 

4 

^ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 



Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

i 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

6 

5 

— 

— ■ 



Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

3 

1 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

20 

6 

— 

10 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

3 

1 ■ 1 

— 

3 



Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  includinor  offences  relat- 

ing to  Outwork) 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

41 

19 

— 

16 

i 

— 

I i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (D),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  sites  of 
Building  Operations  and  Woi-ks  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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Maternity  and  child  u' el  fare 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE 

Drs.  VVilliaiiis  and  (laiint  report  tliat  tliere  is  a decline  in  breast 
feeding,  and  that  the  inotliers  start  ailihcial  feeding  as  soon  as  possible. 
^ d^he  reasons  they  give  lor  this  is  that  In'east  feeding  interferes  with  the 
mother  s freedom  by  tying  liei'  down  at  certain  fixed  lioiirs  daring  the 
day,  and  also  that  more  spectacular  gains  in  weight  ai’c  obtained  from 
artificial  feeding. 

Mothers  are  aiixious  to  stai-t  mixed  feeding  at  the  i-ight  age,  viz. 
six  months,  and  few  persist  in  gi\ing  the  l)(jttle  to  cliildren  <A'er  that 
age.  The  clothing  of  babies  and  toddlers  is  good  up  to  tlie  age  of  12 
months.  After  tliat  time,  howeve)-,  tiie  attendances  at  tile  Clinics  fall 
off,  probably  on  account  oi  the  fact  that  dried  milk  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  the  child's  diet  and  that  mothers  do  not  worry  about  the 
])rogress  of  tlie  toddler  if  the  child  apjieais  to  be  noi-mal. 

Reipiests  for  immunisation  against  Diphthei-ia  are  nuinemus,  and 
during  the  year  many  mothers  have  also  voluntarily  recjuested 
immunisation  of  tlieir  children  against  Whooping  Cough.  All  habitus 
are  immunised  against  Diphtheria,  with  the  parents’  consent,  before 
the  age  of  12  months,  hut  with  the  introduction  of  the  ctjinbined 
Whooping  Cough  and  Dijihtheria  immunisation,  mothers  are  encouraged 
to  have  this  done  at  six  months. 

Domestic  and  Home  Help  Scheme. — In  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  179/44,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  formulated  a Domestic  Del}j  scheme  and,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  combined  it  with  a Home  Help  service  for 
maternity  cases.  The  Scheme  was  introduced  in  February,  1946. 

The  aims  of  the  Scheme  are  to  provide  domestic  help  to  households 
where  there  is  illness  (lack  of  such  help  causes  hardship) , and  to 
supply  home  help  in  cases  of  confinement.  Help  is  given  for  a limited 
period,  but  it  can  be  extended  in  exceptional  circumstances. 

For  some  time  temporary  labour  was  employed  but  experience 
proved  that  this  was  unsatisfactory.  The  ^Maternity  and  Child  W’elfare 
Committee  decided,  therefore,  to  emjdoy  two  wdiole-time  workers  and 
two  workers  at  a retaining  fee  of  5/-  per  week. 

During  the  year  this  Scheme  has  been  instrumental  in  providing 
much  needed  help  in  a number  of  households. 


The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

The  Health  Visitors  in  co-operation  wdth  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  and  voluntary  organisations  maintain  strict  supervision 
over  the  illegitimate  children. 

The  mothers  are  encouraged  to  work  and  provision  is  made  for 
the  admission  of  the  children  to  the  Day  Nurseries. 

The  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

The  birth  weight  of  each  infant  is  recorded  on  the  Notification  of 
birth  card  and  a special  note  is  made  on  the  health  visitors'  visiting 
slips  of  any  infant  weighing  54  lbs.  or  less.  Close  contact  is  main- 
tained by  the  health  visitors  on  all  such  infants. 
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Total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1947  who  were 
born : — 

(a)  at  home  49 

(b)  in  hospital  or  nursing  fiome  lo9 


DAY  NURSERIES 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  attendances  made 
during  1947  at  each  nursery : — 


Name  of  Niir.sery 

Capacity 

No.  ofchildren  on 
register  during  year 

No.  of  attendance.s 
during  year 

1 Average  attendances 
j during  year 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

0-2 

Yr.s. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

I 0-2  2-5 

Yrs.  Yrs. 

Cavendish  Road... 

15 

30 

65 

70 

3964 

8743 

15  31 

Old  Chester  Road. 

15 

30 

65 

70 

3874 

7934 

14  1 30 

Holly  bank  Road... 

16 

22 

62 

62 

4401 

6451 

16  1 24 

These  figures  show  that  the  Da}'  Xurseries  are  attended  to  their 
full  capacity.  This  proves  that  they  are  a very  flourishing  branch  of 
the  Child  Welfare  Services  of  this  Towii. 


Priority  claims  to  vacancies  are  allotted  to  necesitous  cases 
which  are  defined  as  illegitimate  children,  children  of  widows 
or  widowers  and  children  of  separated  parents.  A further  type 
of  necessitous  case  frequently  presents  itself,  namely  the  child  of  a 
mother  who  finds  Iierself  forced  to  obtain  employment  in  order  to 
supplement  her  husband’s  wages,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  living. 

The  Matrons  and  Staffs  are  to  be  commended  for  their  main- 
tenance of  a high  standard  of  health  and  hygiene  in  their  nurseries, 
and  also  for  the  contentedness  of  the  children.  This  they  have  done  in 
spite  of  many  difficulties.  The  children  are  medically  examined  at 
frequent  intervals,  and  any  defects  found  are  promptly  dealt  with  at 
the  various  clinics.  The  co-operation  of  the  mothers  in  this  is  most 
encouraging. 

Student  Nurses  continue  to  be  trained  for  the  National  Nursery 
Examination  Board  Certificate. 

Midwives 

75  midwdves,  including  midwives  in  hospitals,  gave  notice  of  their 
intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough. 

Municipal  Midwives 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  11  whole-time 
Municipal  midwives  on  the  staff  of  the  department:  — 


Number  of  bookings  816 

Number  of  births  700 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  14,178 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  Midwife 

Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  with  the  Birkenhead  Maternity 
Hospital  for  domiciliary  midwifery,  the  Hospital  midwife  carried  out 
work  as  follows:  — 


Number  of  bookings  148 

Number  of  births  133 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  2,566 
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Home  Visits 

In  connection  with  tlie  Maternity  and  ('hild  W’elfaiv  Sclienie, 
visits  were  paid  by  the  Healtli  Visitoi-s  as  follows:  — 


To  children  under  1 year  8,204 

d\/  children  betw’een  1 and  o yeai-s...  10,77H 

To  ex})ectant  inothei's  23H 

To  inotliei-s  and  (dnldren  (miscel- 
laneous matteis)  4,7(>0 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

At  the  infant  welfare  clinics  1,H24  lii-st  visits  and  18,039  revisits 
were  made  by  (diildi-en  under  d years  of  a^a-.  Of  these,  1,780  (who 
made  5,978  I’evisits)  were*  examined  by  an  assistant  medical  officer. 


Of  the  0,79(5  births  notified  a})p)’(jximately  1 in  2 infants  attended 
an  infant  welfare  clinic. 


At  the  toddlei-s'  clinics  14(5  first  visits  and  2.24G  revisits  were 
made. 


Antenatal  Clinics 

Antenatal  clinic  sessions  were  held  on  141  occasions.  The  number 
of  patients  dealt  with  was  1,17(5,  the  total  numl)er  of  attendances 
being  4,148. 

Infant  Life  Protection 

At  the  end  or  the  year  the  names  of  27  children  were  entered  on 
tlie  Register  in  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  Section  206  to  220  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  dui'ing  the  year. 
3 were  treated  at  liome  and  4 in  hospital.  Vision  was  unimpaired. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  Registrar-General’s  annual  statement  of  causes  of  death 
includes  4 deaths  connected  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.15  per  1,000  births  (living 
and  still),  as  compared  with  a rate  of  1.17  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows:  — 

Puerperal  sepsis  — 

Other  maternal  causes  4 


Health  of  school  children 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  treatment  of  children  at  Hospitals,  both  as  In-  and  Out- 
patients, has  been  carried  out  under  the  arrangements  made  between 
Hospitals  and  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Education  Circular  102/46,  and  has  proceeded  without  hitch  during  the 
year. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Horace  Davies,  the 
Authority’s  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  on  the  good  results  likely  to  accrue 
from  the  incorporation  of  remedial  exercises  in  the  usual  physical 
training  lessons  which  have  been  inaugurated  for  the  correction  of 
postural  defects  in  children. 

A further  development  in  connection  with  preventive  treatment  is 
the  institution  of  Orthodontic  treatment  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic 
which  will  be  further  extended  when  the  X-Ray  apparatus  is  installed 
at  the  Clinic. 

Mr.  Wilson  Smith’s  report  on  the  Dental  Services  is  included 
under  the  appropriate  section. 

The  marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis,  which  was 
universal  throughout  the  country,  caused  anxiety  to  parents,  teachers 
and  doctors,  and  fuller  details  are  given  on  page  17. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Orthoptic  Clinic  at  the  Clinic  in  Balls  Road,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  necessary  alterations  will  be  shortly  put  in  hand. 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCleary  was  appointed  as  an  additional  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  after  approval  had  been  given  to  increase  the  establish- 
ment of  Medical  Officers  by  dispensing  with  the  services  of  part-time 
practitioners. 

Special  mention  is  made  of  the  part-time  service  of  Dr.  Phyllis 
Marsh,  who  has  shown  a keen  interest  in  the  w^elfare  of  the  children 
and  rendered  valuable  services  during  the  past  14  years. 


36 


llealtli  of  sdiool  children 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 
NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  CHILDREN 


Primal^  Schools 

County  ... 

Voluntary 

Number  of  children  on  tlie  llolls 
Average  attendance 

Secondary  Modern  Schools 

County  ... 

Voluntary 

Number  of  children  on  the  Rolls 
Average  attendance 


16 

Id 

13,186 

11,363 


10 

2 

5,580 

4,050 


Secondary  Grammar  Schools 

There  are  four  direct-grant  Secondary  Crarnmar  Schools  in  the 
town  as  follows:  — 

The  Birkenhead  School,  Beresfoid  Road. 

The  Birkenhead  High  School  for  (lirls,  Devonshire  Place. 

The  Convent  F.C.J.,  Holt  Hill. 

St.  Anselm’s  College,  Manor  Hill. 


Nursery  Classes 

Nursery  classes  exist  in  connection  with  the  Infants’  Departments 
of  the  following  schools:  — 

Cathcart  Street  Primary  School. 

Rock  Ferry  Primary  School. 

The  Dell  Primary  School. 


Health  of  school  children 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
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The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  are 
shown  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  in  all  schools  of  the 
three  age  groups  specified  in  paragraph  49  (2)  of  the  Handicapped 
Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations,  1945,  namely:  — 

(a)  every  pupil  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a maintained  school 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of  his  admission. 

(b)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Primary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

(c)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Secondary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

In  addition,  routine  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  of  a 
fourth  age  group  (children  who  attained  the  age  of  eight  years  during 
the  year  in  which  the  inspection  takes  place) . 

During  the  year  the  number  of  inspections  totalled  7,266.  It  will 
be  noted  that  the  number  of  Entrants  examined  (2,510)  is  lower  than 
for  the  previous  year  (3,611) ; this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  not  all  the 
Entrants  in  1945  were  examined  during  that  year  but  were  inspected 
as  such  during  1946.  The  small  figure  for  the  third  age  group  is  d\ie 
to  the  raising  of  the  School  Leaving  Age. 

Special  Medical  Inspections  of  children  totalled  4,255,  of  which 
4,233  were  seen  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  and  the  remaining  22 
were  seen  during  the  course  of  routine  visits  to  the  schools. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or 
special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for  subsequent  re-inspection 
totalled  4,508;  1,693  of  these  were  performed  at  the  school  and  2,815 
at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics.  This  figure  is  higher  than  for  the 
previous  year  (2,958)  ; for  the  first  time  schoolchildren  attending  the 
Municipal  Skin  Clinic  which  is  now  fulfilling  a useful  function  in 
connection  with  Section  48  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  have  been 
included. 


CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS 


Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of  5,421  (74.61%)  of  the 
7,266  children  dealt  wdth  at  the  routine  inspections:  — 


Code  Group 

First  Age 
Second  Age 
Third  Age 
Fourth  Age 


Parents  Present 

90.12% 

63.17% 

25.60% 

76.69% 
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Health  nf  xrhoal  children 

VACCINATION 


Id  the  Routine  InspectionB  children  were  exarniiied  ap  to  vnccina- 
tion  marks,  and  of  the  7,266  children  examined, 

2,369  (32  60%)  showed  no  marks 
4,265  (58.70%)  showed  one  mark 
583  ( 8.04%)  showed  two  marks 
19  ( 0.26%)  showed  three  marks 
30  ( 0 40%)  showed  four  marks 


PAST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Rnquiry  was  made  at  each  Routine  Medical  Inspection  as  to  the 
infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children  might  have  suffered. 


(1)  Children  agecl  3 — 9 


.Nt»  Iiif«*cti((ns  I)is*vi>r 

No  of  Cases 

l»er 

7.5i 

.Measles  

Ci.yt 

?50.o; 

Wlioopiiig 

.'l 

Suailet  I'evcr  .. 

:tT7 

5.4'« 

I )iplilheiia 

3.7h 

(diickeii  Pox 

IsoT 

W1.71 

.Mumps 

\i\: 

.»7  Ml 

lildren  aged  10 — 16 

No  liifectiou.s  Disease 

•1 1 

(>77 

■Measles  

‘C.> 

\Vliooi»ing  Cough 

c.l.lu 

.'ScaihU  I'eviM 

» 'ft  1 

10.13 

Diphtheria 

s.5t* 

Chicken  Ihix 

ih.'.; 

•V'.  jl 

Mumps  
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Note.— 'I'hp  same  chihi  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  these  diseases. 


NUTRITION 


" Who  shall  decide,  when  doctors  disagree. 

And  soundest  casuists  doubt,  like  you  and  me.” 


The  vexed  subject  of  nutrition,  which  the  Ministry  has  now 
classified  as  “ (reneral  C'ondition,"  is  best  summed  up  by  the  following  I 
excerpt  from  a leading  article  in  the  dournal  of  Public  Health:  — | 
Much  is  being  said  and  written  about  our  food,  and  there  are  many 
speculations  about  its  effect  on  health  and  temper,  which  vary  betw’eenj 
prophecies  of  our  impending  dissolution  and  statements  to  the  effect] 
that  we  have  never  been  so  healthv.” 


As  far  as  Birkenhead  is  concerned,  there  is  no  evidence  ofl 
malnutrition  in  the  school  population.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
provision  of  school  meals  is  an  important  factor  in  maintaining  the 
physical  well-being  of  the  child,  and  the  dinner  supplied  by  the  School 
Aleals  Service  is.  in  the  writer's  opinion,  well-cooked,  palatable  and] 
of  good  quality. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  Service  will  be  extended  in  the  future! 
to  cover  all  schoolchildren, 


IleallJi  oj  sch<j(jl  children 
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Height  and  weight. — Below  are  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  eliildren  who  were  examined 
during  the  course  of  I’outine  inspections. 


Height 


Age 

No. 

Boys 

Ft. 

Ins. 

Girls 

No.  T't. 

Ins. 

■')  yeai'S  

i i 

rt 

3 '7  3 

17  3 

3-24 

4 3'eai-s  

3 

6-20 

278  3 

.5  • 7 6 

VPHrs .. 

i 722  i 

3 

S-IO 

6.'i3  3 

s •(;)7 

6 yeai’.s 

^ 179 

9 'So 

166,3 

9 - >6 

7 years  

J-7 

0-38 

46  4 

0-43 

8 years 

647 

1 4 

3-50 

644  : 4 

2-8-5 

9 years  

324 

4 

4-27 

283  , 4 

2.-97 

10  years 

i 37)  1 

4 

7-62 

274  : 4 

7-19 

1 ] years  

.564 

4 

8-42 

.591  ' 4 

8-82 

1 2 years  

282 

4 

10-33 

3.51  : 4 

10-89 

13  years 

0-96 

32  5 

0.94 

14  years  

i e 

2-46 

110  : .5 

2-2.5 

1 5 years  

9-20 

2 4 

11-00 

16  years  

i 6 

' 

7-34 

1 

i 

Weight 

Age  1 

1 

Coys  ' 

Girls 

No. 

St. 

libs,  j 

No. 

1 

St.  I 

Lbs. 

3 years  

11 

2 

i 

11-73  1 

1 7 

2 

7-12 

4 years  

303 

2 

13-46 

281 

2 

11-90 

5 years  

718 

3 

2-98  1 

650 

3 

1-31 

6 years  

178 

3 

5-78 

166 

3 

4-69 

7 years 

47 

3 

10-40 

12 

3 

10.57 

8 years  

646 

4 

3 6 1 

639 

4 

0-58 

9 years 

329 

4 

.5- 10 

284 

4 j 

4-09 

10  years 

326 

5 

0 ’53 

258 

5 1 

i 1-13 

1 1 yeai’S 

524 

r, 

6 ’54 

571 

- 

5.65 

12  years 

280 

r, 

11-96 

34  2 

5 

13-70 

1 3 years  

4 7 

6 

9 -26 

i 31 

6 

10-74 

14  years 

134 

7 

0’79 

11-2 

7 

3-54 

15  yeai’S 

10 

8 

13-60 

') 

1 

10-00 

16  years  

6 

9 

8-34 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 

The  total  number  of  schools  meals  provided  during  the  year  was 
1,195,754;  of  this  number  920, 5d5  were  su])plied  on  payment  and 
269,219  were  supplied  free. 

Since  the  6th  August,  1946,  the  Go\ernment  has  provided  one- 
tlnrd  of  a pint  of  milk  free  of  charge  to  each  child  in  attendance  in  the 
maintained  Primary  and  Secondary  schools,  and  during  the  year 
3,086,519  bottles  of  milk  were  provided. 

CLEANLINESS 

The  cleanliness  of  heads  and  bodies  has  shown  an  improvement 
and  the  incidence  of  scabies  is  gradually  diminishing.  There  were 
three  cases  of  Favus — a parasitic  infection  of  the  scalp — -diagnosed 
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during  the  year.  This  disease  is  extremely  rare  in  the  Midlands  and 
West  Coasts  of  Britain,  and  there  has  been  only  one  other  case  in 
Birkerihead  in  the  last  twenty-live  yeai's.  It  is  usually  imported  from 
Eastern  Europe  and  is  quite  intractable  to  any  form  of  treatment 
except  X-Eay. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officers  rei)ort  that  the  standard  of  clothing 
is  deteriorating  owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  material  and  the  difficulty 
of  replacements;  they  again  stress  the  fact  that  the  children  go  to  bed 
too  late  and  do  not  have  sufficient  sleep. 

The  School  Nurses  visited  the  schools  each  term  and  during  the 
year  made  a total  of  oil, 671]  examinations.  'bhe  t()tal  numbei-  of 
children  who  showed  some  evidence  of  infect  ion  or  who  were  very  dirty 
was  1,553,  but  it  was  not  found  )ie(.*essary  to  issue  statutory  notices  for 
compulsory  cleansing. 

MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINICS 

The  Minor  Ailments  Chinics  are  now  o})ened  daily  for  the  treatment 
of  minor  ailments  and  during  the  year  dealt  with  1,984  defects  which 
necessitated  9,800  attendances. 

SCABIES  CLINIC 

The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies  continues,  500  cases  being 
discovered  necessitating  2,022  attendances.  All  contacts  were  followed 
up,  resulting  in  188  pre-schoolchildren  and  301  adults  also  being 
treated. 


Di.sease  or  defect. 

.Number  of  defects  treated 
at  the  .Municipal  Skin  Clinic 
during  the  year. 

Scabies  : 

(rt)  uijconqilicated  

129 

{h)  cotnplicated  

ISS 

Scabies  contacts  i found  to  be  tree  from  scabies) 

r»7 

Secondary  dermatitis  dbllowing  scabies)  

o 

Diseases  of  the  scalp  (due  to  lice  and  nits) 

133 

Other  skin  diseases 

91 

Total 

.adO 

An  average  of  2.08  treatments  only  were  required  to  effect  a cure 
for  each  case  of  uncomplicated  scabies. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION 


Dr.  W'illiams  continued  in  charge  of  the  Eye  Clinic. 

During  the  year  638  new  cases  were  examined.  Spectacles  were 
prescribed  for  310  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  enmetropic 
or  cases  for  wdiom  spectacles  wnre  of  no  benefit.  689  children  attended 
for  re-examination  and  489  pairs  of  spectacles  (new^  or  replaced)  were 
supplied. 

The  total  number  of  spectacles  supplied  was  684. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  23  children  of  pre-school  age  attended 
the  Eye  Clinic  for  the  first  time  and  7 attended  for  re-examination. 
12  of  the  20  pairs  of  spectacles  prescribed  for  these  children  were 
obtained  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  disease  of  myopia  is  declining. 

Two  cases  attending  the  Clinic  were  provided  with  artificial  eyes. 
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The  new  cases  of  strabismus  noted  luring  tlTe  year  were  as 
follows : 

Convergent:  Eight  eye  22,  left  eye  59,  alternating  2. 

Divergent:  Eight  eye  0,  left  eye  0,  alternating  0. 

Double  internal  1. 

48  new  cases  were  examined  and  73  re-examinations  were  carried 
out  by  Dr.  Charters,  the  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  at  the 
Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital.  Twelve  operations  w'ere  performed, 
eight  of  which  were  for  the  correction  of  squint;  a further  six  cases 
of  squint  received  operative  treatment  at  the  local  voluntary  hospitals. 
EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CONDITIONS 

At  the  periodic  examinations  the  number  of  pupils  found  to 
require  treatment  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  was  353  and  the  number 
required  to  be  kept  under  observation  w’as  233. 

A total  of  230  children  were  examined  and  ^0  re-examinations 
were  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Abercromby,  the  Consultant  Aurist  and 
Laryngologist. 

Although  there  is  still  a long  list  of  cases  awaiting  operative  treat- 
ment for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  the  position  shows  an  increase  in  the 
numbers  operated  upon  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  despite 
the  period  during  the  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  when  no  operative  treat- 
ment was  done. 

During  the  year  162  operations  were  performed  compared  with 


142  during  1946  as  follows:  — 

Tonsils  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Adenoids  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Other  defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat  ...  5 


162 


A further  85  cases  received  operative  treatment  at  the  local  volun- 
tary hospitals. 

ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

Mr.  Horace  Davies,  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  attended  the  clinic 
run  through  the  agency  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  on  41 
occasions,  seeing  371  new  cases,  as  compared  with  402  in  the  previous 
year. 

There  were  981  re-examinations  as  compared  with  961  for  1946. 

75  children  were  treated  as  in-patients  at  the  Birkenhead  Muni- 
cipal Hospital. 

Mr.  Davies  reports  that  “ During  the  year  the  majority  of  cases 
in  the  town  suffering  from  the  effects  of  poliomyelitis  were  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  Most  of  the  cases  were  of  the 
mild  type  and  made  a relatively  quick  recovery,  but  some  permanent 
crippling  is  inevitable  in  the  less  fortunate  cases  and  constant  care  and 
treatment  at  the  clinic  will  be  necessary. 

Much  interest  has  been  focussed  this  year  on  the  spastic  child 
and  we  have  become  associated  with  the  National  Council  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Spastics.  Its  aim  is  to  provide  a central  advisory 
co-ordinating  and  consultative  body  directed  to  the  well-being  and 
welfare  of  sufferers  from  spastic  paralysis  and  its  allied  conditions. 

In  1944  it  was  suggested  the  incorporation  of  remedial  exercises 
in  the  general  physical  training  curriculum  of  the  schools.  Little  could 
be  done,  however,  during  the  w^ar  years  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
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instructors  and  teachers.  The  real  necessity  can  be  demonstrated 
most  graphically  by  surveying  the  school  lesson  times  lost  by  a pupil 
who  has  to  attend  the  clinic  and  remedial  classes  at  the  various  clinics. 
The  minimum  time  lost  for  one  attendance  is  ninety  minutes  and  tlie 
average  attendance  is  twice  a week  spread  over  approximately  two 
school  years,  which  is  tlie  usual  time  taken  for  the  correction  of  the 
average  postural  eiTor.  This  will  add  up  to  about  24u  school  hours 
lost  for  each  pupil. 

Experimental  classes,  incorporating  special  remedial  exercises  in 
the  usual  physical  training  lessons,  have  now  been  started  in  some  of 
the  Birkenhead  schools  under  the  supervision  of  the  physical  training 
instructoi's.  I feel  sure  that  the  foundation  for  tlie  real  prevention  of 
the  vast  numbers  of  postural  erroi-s  ol  childhood  has  now  been  laid, 
and  that  it  will  yield  encouraging  results  throughout  the  coining 
years.  ” 

In  the  following  table  Mr.  Horace  Davies  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment:  — 


Uiseusii  Oatof^ories 

X e vv 

< a.ses 

lie-Kxaiiiiiiations 

Diactiarged  during  1947 

Uniler 

.School 

Age 

of 

School 

Age 

ruder 

.Schoo 

Age 

\ 

of 

hool 

ge 

c 

£ 

'v 

i '5 

j - 

* 

z 

T. 

1 S 

1 ® 

z 

-M. 

!<’. 

1 

1 

1 .M. 

1 

!•'. 

' .M. 

F. 

: M. 

j F. 

Congenital  Detoi  niities  : 

Trunk 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 • • • 

2 

3 

i 

i ... 

Upper  Limb  

2 

1 

1 

2 

' 1 

2 

1 1 

. 

[ ... 

Lower  Limb  

8 

9 

5 

23 

13 

i 

1 9 

i 

j 

Acquired  Deformities  : 

1 

1 

1 

Flat  Foot  ••  

44 

23 

dS 

38 

I '3 

51 

168 

135 

25 

1 30 

10 

j 

Hallux  Val<^u.s  

1 ... 

1 

1 

5 

] 

1 

Postural  Kyphosis  & Scoliosis. 

;3 

1 

1 10 

7 

4 

1 

; 25 

47 

31 

1 ^ 

1 

i ' * ‘ 

Knock  Knee  

25 

11 

1 1 

5 

78 

57 

: 11 

10 

12 

1 8 

1 

1 ' ’ ' 

Bow  Leg 

2 

27 

4 

1 1 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Conditions 

3 

‘ 4 

6 

5 

9 

5 

1 '3 

1 2 

2 

Affections  of  Skeleton  : 

j 

j 

! " 

Ifickets  .. 

1 

1 - 

j ... 

Other  Conditions  

1 

1 

Affections  of  Nervous  System  : 

1 ■■■ 

1 

Spastic  Paralysis  

O 

2 

9 

4 

13 

13 

8 ! 

...  1 

Infantile  ,,  

8 

i 2 

5 

3 

4 

7 

14. 

23 

3 

■ 9 1 

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  ... 

3 

, 1 

...  1 

... 

Other  Conditions  

”3  1 

i ‘i 

2 

2 

9 

4 

6 

4 

1 

..  1 

t ... 

Affections  of  Bone  : 

! 

1 

1 

Osteomyelitis  

...  i 

4 

2 

1 

...  ! 

Tuberculosis  

1 

Other  Conditions  

...  1 

...  1 

1 

...  1 

2 

2 

i 

Affections  of  Joints  : 

i 

Tuberculous  

1 

! 

2 

13 

8 

3 

Other  Conditions  

...  i 

2 

2 

2 i 

3 

9 

5 

5 

1 

Affections  of  Spine  : 

' 

i 

: 

Tuberculous  

1 

1 : 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Conditions  ,.. 

1 

2 

Affections  of  Ejhj'hysis  

...  j 

1 

"s 

14 

5 

Affections  of  Soft  Tissues 

1 1 

1 

Complications  of  Trauma  

2 1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 i 

1 

i 

2 

8 

4 

j 

Totals... ■ 

105  1 

i 

58 

92 

73  : 

241 

155  : 

290  ' 

295 

99 

75 

17 

— 

— 

4.: 
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MASSAGE  AND  REMEDIAL  EXERCISES 

Massage  and  remedial  exercises,  as  prescribed  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon,  were  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  Invalid  Children’s 
Association.  (There  are  two  full-time  physiotherapists  on  the 
Association’s  staff.) 

The  number  of  attendances  by  clinic  cases  were  6,384,  compared 
with  6,154  last  year. 

In  addition  264  attendances  were  made  by  non-clinic  cases  (that  is 
to  say,  cases  sent  by  orthopaedic  surgeons  attached  to  voluntary 
hospitals,  etc.)  as  compared  with  429  for  last  year. 

SURGICAL  APPLIANCES,  SPLINTS,  ETC. 

The  provision  of  special  surgical  appliances  and  apparatus  and  the 
alterations  to  footwear,  etc.,  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Association, 
under  the  terms  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  102.  A total 
of  273  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  compared  with  293  for 
1946. 

CONVALESCENCE  AND  AFTER-CARE  TREATMENT 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  48  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  to 
provide  convalescence  and  after-care  treatment  for  selected  school- 
children.  A total  of  192  children  spent  periods  of  convalescence  in 
Homes  and  Country  Hospitals  in  Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  North 
Wales. 

Most  useful  work  is  also  done  by  the  Association  in  providing 
tonics,  etc.,  where  these  have  been  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic 
surgeon  and  others  doctors,  and  in  the  following  up  and  helping  of 
patients  who  have  passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment. 


ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  TREATMENT 


At  the  premises  of  the  Invalid  Children’s 

Association 

a total  of  67 

children  of  school  age  made 

1,125  attendances  during  the  year. 

still  under 

Not  treatment  at 

Improved 

l7nproved 

end  of  year 

Debility  

34 

16 

15 

Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

— 

Anaemia  

— 

— • 

— 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

Rickets  

— 

1 

— 

Other  Conditions  

— 

— 

— 

34 

18 

15 

In  addition  433  attendances  were  made  by  children  under  school 

age. 


Included  among  the  16  children  classified  as  " not  improved 
under  the  heading  Debility,  are  those  who  did  not  finish  the  course  of 
treatment  prescribed. 
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At  the  North  Clinic  a total  of  29  children 
attendances  during  the  year. 


linij  roved. 


Malnutrition  

Debility  5 

Tuberculosis  1 

Anaemia  

Droncliitis  z 

Hickets  1 


Other  conditions 


of  school  age  made  415 


Soil  under 
Not  ireatinent  at 
Jiiiproved.  end  of  year. 

2 

1 G 


8 


10  1 18 


In  addition  224  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 

At  the  South  Clinic  a total  of  12  children  of  school  age  made  196 
attendances  during  the  year. 

.Still  under 
treatrneni 

Not 

Improved.  Improved. 

Malnutrition  — — 

Debility  — 

Tuberculosis  — — 

Anaemia  — — 

Dronchitis  3 — 

Rickets  — — 

Other  conditions  — 1 

j 1 


at  end 
of  year. 

3 

2 

1 

6 


In  addition  233  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

This  return  is  in  respect  of  all  handicapped  pupils  in  the  area,  as 
set  forth  in  paragraph  3 of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health 
Service  Eegulations,  1945,  and  is  not  confined  only  to  those  for  whom 
suitable  accommodation  is  available. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  table  no  child  is  included  who  has  not  been 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  or  by  a member  of  the 
Authority’s  Medical  Staff. 

The  table  is  made  up  from  the  list  of  handicapped  pupils  as  it 
stood  on  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year. 

Children  sent  by  the  xAuthority  to  Hay  or  Kesidential  Schools 
outside  the  area  are  included  in  this  table;  children  who  come  from 
other  areas  are  not  included. 

In  several  of  the  categories  complete  records  of  the  children  so 
afflicted  are  not  available,  but  every  effort  is  being  made  to  discover 
them. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  large  house  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  the  residential  area  of  Noctorum  in  1947  may  be  converted  in  the 
near  future  to  meet  the  needs  of  providing  day  educational  facilities 
for  the  physically  handicapped. 
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No  child  is  entered  /inder  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form. 
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A.  Blind  

B.  Partially  Sighted  

0.  Deaf 

D.  Partially  Deaf 

E.  Delicate  

F.  Diabetic  

G.  Educationally  Subnormal 

H.  Epileptic 

L Maladjusted  

J.  Physically  Handicapped 

(a)  Cripples 

(b)  Hearts  ■ 

K.  Speech  Defects  

L.  Multiple  Disabilities 


In 

Special 
Schools  ' 

In 

Maintained 

Schools 

1 In  1 

Independenrl 
i Schools  1 

Not  at 
School 

Total 

Boys 

Girls' 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls  I 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

3 

5 1 

— 

— 

; 

— 

— 

3 

5 

7 

9 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

8 

9 

S 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

11 

5 



_ 

1 

1 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

O 

73 

27 

16 

6 

— 

3 

3 

1 

92 

37 

3 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

.0 

3 

4 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

5 

2 

2 

, 8 

11 

2 



2 

3 

14 

16 



1 

7 

— 

1 

1 

2 

S 

_ 



1 47 

21 

! 

— 

— 

— 

47 

21 

6 

6 

1 5 

4 ^ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

13 

10 

I -.^13  I 126 


MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 


SUMMARY 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Epileptic  

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Physically  Defective 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Maladjusted  

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Defect  of  Speech  

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Delicate  

Epileptic  and  Educationally  sub-normal  

Epileptic  and  Uneducable  

Deaf  and  Educationally  sub-normal 

Partially  blind  and  Educationally  sub-normal  

Partially  blind  and  Partially  deaf  

Physically  defective  and  Maladjusted  

Physically  defective  and  Educationally  sub-normal  . 

Physically  defective  and  Defect  of  speech  

Deaf  and  Speech  defect  , 

Maladjusted  and  Speech  defect  


3 

4 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS 
“ Mens  Sana  in  Corpore  sano  ” 

Whilst  Open-Air  Day  Schools  fulfil  a useful  purpose  in  dealing 
with  delicate  or  sub-normal  children,  there  is  no  doubt,  in  the  writer’s 
opinion,  that  the  ideal  method  of  educating  this  type  of  child  is  at  an 
Open-Air  Residential  School. 

By  Education  is  not  implied  simply  the  three  R's  ” but  also  the 
main  aspects  of  mind  and  character  building — in  fact  a Design  for 

Living. 

At  a Day  School  the  child  is  taught  and  cared  for  from  9 a.m. 
to  4 p.m.  on  five  days  each  week,  i.e.  35  hours;  the  rest  of  the  week 
is  spent  at  home,  where  he  leads  the  normal  life  of  the  rest  of  the 
family,  and  in  some  cases  he  may  be  living  in  overcrowded  surround- 
ings; his  playground  may  be  the  street;  his  meals  may  be  irregular 
and  ill-balanced,  and  his  hours  of  rest  and  sleep  curtailed. 
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After  an  experience  of  25  years  of  an  Open-Air  Hesidential  School 
at  the  Ortliopuedic  Hospital,  thingwall,  where  the  children  were  not 
only  delicate,  but  were  also  siiffei  ing  from  organic  diseases,  the  write]- 
has  been  impressed  witli  the  benefit  of  residential  education  as  part  of 
this  treatment. 

Fixed  hours  foi-  rising  and  retiring,  regular  work  and  play  hours, 
well-cooked  and  well-balanced  meals  and  constant  supervision  in  the 
matter  of  habits  and  cleanliness,  all  tend  to  i-aise  the  physical  and  moral 
welfare  of  the  child  to  an  extent  that  cannot  be  achieved  in  an  Open- 
Air  Day  School.  The  improvement  in  morale,  self-discipline  and 
manners  in  long-stay  children  at  the  Orthoptedic  Hospital  has  been  the 
subject  of  favourable  comment  by  outside  obsei'\(u-s. 

A sympathetic  teacher,  fond  of  children  and  interested  in  child 
psychology,  can,  by  her  precept  and  interest,  work  wonders  at  a 
residential  school  in  the  way  of  educating  and  preparing  the  child  for 
citizenship. 

Children  are  naturally  imitative,  and  the  impressions  they  carry 
away  with  them  after  a year  or  two  in  a residential  school  often  have 
a lasting  influence  on  their  after-life. 

Whilst  the  educational  aspect  is  of  prime  importance,  this  regu- 
lated and  disciplined  life,  with  its  insistence  of  the  essentials  of  health, 
hygiene,  comradeship,  team*spirit  and  the  social  amenities,  tends  to 
produce  an  adult  better  fitted  to  take  his  place  in  the  Social  Structure 
of  the  State. 


TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

Only  children  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  requiring  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  at  a sanatorium,  a dispensary,  or  elsewhere  are  recorded 
in  this  category.  Children  suffering  from  crippling  due  to  tuberculosis 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded 
as  crippled  children,  provided  that  the  degree  of  crippling  conforms  to 
the  description  of  a crippled  child  given  in  paragraph  3 (j)  of  the 
Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulation,  1945.  All 
other  tuberculous  children  who  are  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need 
of  treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate  children  provided  the  Medical 
Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  under  Regulation  3 (e)  of  the  Handicapped 
Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations,  1945,  that  they  are 
incapable,  by  reason  of  such  defect,  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from 
the  instruction  in  ordinary  schools. 

I.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
'(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands) 

Number  on  register,  at  31st  December,  1947  55 

TI. —CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than  those 
shown  in  (I)  above). 

Number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1947  198 

BIRKENHEAD  (THINGWALL)  ORTHOPAEDIC  HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL  FOR  CHILDREN 

During  the  year  the  School  at  this  Hospital  was  recognised  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education  as  a Hospital  School  for  physically  handicapped 
pupils  under  Section  9 (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  and  two  fully- 
trained  teachers  were  appointed, 
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There  is  accommodation  for  40  children  within  the  age  range  of 
3 to  16  years  of  whom  some  50%  are  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects 
both  of  tubercular  and  non-tubercular  origin. 

Some  of  these  children  remain  at  the  Hospital  for  several  years, 
and  the  introduction  of  the  teachers  has  ensured  instruction  being 
given  to  the  frame  cases  immobilised  in  bed. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN 

In  April,  Dr.  Murray  attended  a course  organised  by  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health,  and  was  duly  recognised  by  the  Ministry 
of  Education  as  an  approved  officer  for  the  examination  of  Education- 
ally Sub-normal  Children,  and  he  reports;  — 

Unfortunately  in  Birkenhead,  the  recommendations  which  can 
be  made  for  children  ascertained  as  educationally  sub -normal  are 
limited — the  child  can  remain  either  at  the  ordinary  school  where  there 
is  no  special  educational  treatment,  or  go  to  the  Special  School  in 
Claughton  Enad. 

In  a few  schools,  however,  provision  has  been  made  for  third, 
fourth  and  even  fifth  ‘ stream  ’ classes,  and  if  keen,  understanding 
teachers  are  available,  then  something  can  be  done  to  educate  these 
children,  but  in  the  majority  of  schools  the  education  of  the  sub -normal 
child  becomes  a problem.  Schools  containing  a class  of  not  more  than 
twenty  such  children  drawn  from  other  schools  near  at  hand  would, 
to  a great  extent,  meet  the  difficulty.  With  such  classes  strategically 
placed  throughout  the  Borough,  the  education  of  these  children  could 
be  arranged  without  opposition  from  the  parents. 

There  is  no  obligation  on  the  Medical  Officer  to  inform  the  parents 
guardians  of  the  child  of  the  results  of  the  examinations  or  recom- 
mendations, but  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  do  so,  and 
if  transfer  to  the  Special  School  is  recommended,  there  is  invariably 
an  objection  by  the  parent,  and  in  some  cases  point  blank  refusal. 
The  parents  feel  it  is  casting  a slur  on  the  child,  but  the  whole  thing 
goes  deeper,  and  can  be  summed  up  in  the  fact  that  the  Special  School 
IS  still  regarded  by  the  general  public  as  the  ‘ Daft  School,’  and  no 
amount  of  explanation  from  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Headteacher 
can  remove  this  idea. 

The  Special  School  is  necessary  for  certain  children,  but  a plea  is 
made  for  the  children,  and  there  are  quite  a few,  who  require  a type 
of  education  between  that  of  the  Special  School  and  the  ordinary 
school.  That  ‘ something  ’ is  special  education  by  special  teachers 
within  the  ordinary  school.  This  now  leads  to  the  question  of 
Educational  Psychologists,  the  employment  of  which  comes  within  the 
purview  of  the  Education  Authority,  and  not  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, but  a plea  is  made  that  such  a person  w^ould  be  of  great  value. 
Cases  where  the  teacher  is  baffled  over  the  conduct  of  children  whose 
intelligence  is  not  entirely  at  fault,  c.g.  I-Q-  86 » and  the  medical 
findings  are  nil,  require  the*  attention  of  an  Educational  Psychologist. 

Not  infrequently,  the  Magistrates  at  the  Juvenile  Court,  before 
disposing  of  a case,  ask  for  the  Psychiatrist’s  opinion.  Is  it  too  much 
to  expect  that  if  these  children  were  seen  by  an  Educational  Psycholo- 
gist, there  might  be  fewer  cases  attending  the  Juvenile  Couit  ; 
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According  to  the  School  Health  liegulatioiis,  educationally  bub- 
normal  children  must  be  examined  by  an  approved  medical  officer,  an(l 
it  is  estimated  that  10%  of  the  school  population  is  educationallv 
sid)-normal.  Tliat  is  to  say,  in  Pdrkenhead  with  a school  pu})ulation 
of  approximately  20,000  there  should  be  2,000  such  children.  At 
present  there  are  records  of  only  114. 

As  Hr.  A.  Al.  Williams  is  also  an  ajjproved  officer,  good  progress 
has  now  been  made  in  dealing  with  the  number  of  children  requiring 
to  be  examined. 

In  accordance  witli  the  arrangements  for  ascertainment,  examina- 
tions of  children  suspected  to  be  educationally  sub-normal  were  held 
at  various  schools  and  clinics  during  the  year  by  the  ajiproved  medical 
officers,  and  the  lesults  of  these  examinations  ai-e  set  out  behnv : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Total  number  examined 

32 

14 

46 

Number  found  to  be  educationally  sub-normal 
and — 

Recommended  to  attend  Special  Scliool  ... 

14 

9 

23 

Recommended  Special  Education  within 
the  Ordinary  Scliool 

12 

3 

15 

Recommended  to  continue  Ordinary 
Schools 

5 

'> 

o 

H 

The  Authority  has  one  Day  Special  School  for  educationally  sub- 
normal children,  namely,  Claughton  Road  Special  School,  with  accom- 
modation for  110  pupils.  As  a rough  guide  children  with  an  intelli- 
gence quotient,  of  50*75  are  regarded  as  suitable  for  this  school. 

During  the  year  a number  of  children  in  attendance  were  re- 
examined by  the  approved  medical  officers,  and  the  results  of  these 
examinations  are  set  out  below:  — 

Boys 

Total  number  re-examined  ...  ...  ...  36 

Recommended  to  continue  in  attendance  ...  22 

Recommended  to  be  notified  to  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Recommended  Leave  of  Absence  ...  ...  3 

Examined  prior  to  leaving  school  ...  ...  3 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

The  number  of  children  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
to  the  Local  Alental  Deficiency  Authority,  under  Section  57  of  the 
Education  Act  1944,  numbered  23. 

One  girl  was  placed  under  Institutional  Care,  and  the  remainder 
under  Home  Supervision. 


Girls  Total 
15  51 

7 29 


5 14 
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CLASSES  FOR  THE  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 
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Pupils  suft'ering  from  partial  sight  attend  special  classes  in  a school 
in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Close  work  is  reduced  to  a minimum  and  the  reading  of  the 
ordinary  school  books  is  prohibited.  Handicraft  work,  e.g.  boot 
making  and  repairing  and  rug  making,  is  encouraged. 


SPEECH  THERAPY 

It  was  realised  that  the  amount  of  work  merited  the  appointment 
of  a)  full-time  Speech  Therapist  and  Mrs.  Mary  Peel  was  appointed  in 
that  capacity.  Formerly  Mrs.  Peel  had  been  employed  part  time  in 
conjunction  with  the  Wallasey  Education  Authority. 

Two  centres  have  been  used  and  a special  weekly  visit  has  been 
made  to  the  Claughton  Road  Special  School. 

Mrs . Peel  reports  tha: ; — 

“ The  cases  treated  during  the  year  have  been  139,  of  which  60 
were  stammerers  and  79  speech  defects  and  disorders.  Of  those 
treated  74  children  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
together  with  six  special  cases  at  the  Special  School.  The  treatment 
given  has  conformed  with  that  given  in  previous  years  and  is  based 
on  the  psychological  aspect  of  the  speech  disorder. 

Speech  defects  have  consisted  mostly  of  the  Dyslalic  (Lalling, 
Dyslalia,  Idioglossia)  and  the  Sigmatic  (lateral  and  inter-dental) 
groups.  There  have  been  four  Cleft  Palatal  post-operational  cases, 
two  retarded  speech  cases  and  one  case  of  a child  needing  treatment 
for  Congenital  Auditory  Imperception.  ” 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1944,  SECTION  48  (3) 

With  the  National  Health  Service  Act  coming  into  force  on  the 
6th  July,  1948,  it  would  appear  that  this  section  of  the  Education  Act 
must  become  redundant,  and  it  is  expected  that  direction  will  be 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Education  on  this  matter. 

Part  of  the  scheme  requires  that  the  Hospitals  should  send  in 
details  of  the  children  attending  for  treatment  and  this  has  been  of  the 
greatest  value  in  maintaining  an  up-to-date  medical  record  of  the 
children.  It  is  hoped  that  if  the  scheme  does  finish  in  July,  1948,  the 
Hospitals  will  still  continue  to  send  medical  reports  on  the  discharge 
of  children  as  in-patients, 
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The  following  is  a classification  of  the  diseases  treated  at  the  Local 
Hospitals  during  the  year;  — 

TREATMENT  IN  HOSPITALS 
In-Patient  Treatment 


Localisation  of  Disease. 

Mirkenhead 

Municit>al 

Wirral 

Childien’s 

1 

j Liikenhead 
! General 

Other 

Hospitals 

Total 

Cas('s 

1.  Heart  & Circulatory 

15 

16 

i - 

r ^ " 

1 

I 

31 

2.  Nervous 

13 

j 

I 1 

1 

22 

3.  Respiratory 

50 

i 

64 

i 

j 

1 

i 1 

115 

4.  Orthopaedic 

1 42 

24 

1 3 

1 

1 

70 

5.  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  & 
Throat 

200 

72 

1 

103  ' 

— 

375 

6 Urinary 

7 

12 

! 

— 

19 

7.  Surgical 

66 

132 

18 

1 

217 

8.  General 

34 

123 

3 

— 

160 

9.  Casualties 

30 

129 

26  1 

1 

186 

452 

585 

1 

153 

1 1 

5 

1195 

Bed-clays 

6642 

7446 

; 713 

484 

15285 

Out-Patient  Treatment 


The  “ On  Demand  ” service  provided  by  the  Birkenhead  and 
Wirral  Children’s  Hospital  treated  4,657  defects  which  necessitated 
17,892  attendances,  and  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  treated  1,071 
defects  necessitating  2,514  attendances. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

During  the  year  13,189  children  were  inspected  and  8,809  were 
found  to  require  treatment.  The  number  actually  treated  was  6,746, 
details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  dental  staff  consisted  of  the 
Senior  Dental  Officer  and  three  Assistant  Dental  Officers.  Air.  J. 
Wilson  left  in  September,  1947,  to  take  up  another  appointment  and 
his  post  remained  vacant  until  the  end  of  the  year.  His  successor, 
Air.  M.  D.  Hely,  was  appointed  in  November  and  was  due  to  commence 
duties  in  January,  1948. 

Plans  have  been  passed  and  work  already  begun  on  alterations  for 
the  establishment  of  a new  dental  surgery  and  recovery  room.  This 
of  course  will  entail  the  evacuation  of  the  AT.  & C.W.  Clinic  which  has 
been  housed  here  for  the  last  25  years. 

Mr.  Wilson  Smith,  the  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  reports;  — 

“ Peviewing  the  deuital  conditions  of  children  inspected  in  1947,  1 
wr)uld  classify  these  children  as  follows;  — 

( 1 ) Those  whert;  the  incidence  of  caries  is  lower  than  previous  years, 

due  partly  to  the  fact  that  more  interest  is  being  shown  by  the 
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majority  of  parents  and  children  alike.  Children  'vvho  attend  the 
clinic  for  treatment  and  advice  regularly  from  the  age  of  o years 
l)a\'e  certainly  reached  a faii'ly  high  standard  of  dental  fitness. 

(‘dj  Tliose  children  who  need,  treatment  but  do  not  receive  it  reqularhj 
or  even  at  all,  .show  carious  teeth  and  unhealthy  gums  as  badly 
as  ever. 

(dj  '^^i^liose  children  who  do  not  require  treatment.  They  in  our  opinion 
are  as  nearly  metabolically  balanced  as  possible,  whose  good  teeth 
and  healthy  gums  are  in  fact  a sign  of  such  balance. 

So  it  would  appear  that  the  following  facts  ai-e  essential  in  dming 
at  a dentally  fit  population:  — 

(1)  Co-operation  of  doctors  and  dentists  towards  the  work  of  balancing 
the  metabolism  of  mother  and  child,  and  of  correcting  the  acidosis 
so  prevalent  in  childhood. 

(2)  Education  of  parents  with  regard  to  feeding  and  mouth  hygiene 
and  their  attitude  towards  the  advice  of  the  dental  surgeon. 

(3)  Education  of  older  children  in  the  care  of  their  mouths  and  in  their 
attitude  towards  dentistiy. 

A feature  of  1947  was  the  introduction  of  a Scheme  for  Orthodontic 
treatment  for  the  simpler  type  of  case.  This  treatment  was  given  only 
to  selected  cases,  those  who  expressed  a desire  for  it  and  who  were 
thought  likely  to  continue  their  attendances  until  the  work  was  com- 
pleted. In  the  cases  treated,  the  parents  generally  expressed  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  which  had  been  carried  out  so  admirably  by  Mr. 
J.  B.  Andrew,  B.D.S.,  L.D.S. 


Orthodontic  Patients:  — 

New  Patients  . . . 
Attendances 
Appliances 
Completed  cases 


43 

367 

30 

6 


In  1948  we  are  anticipating  increasing  Orthodontic  work  and 
commencing  our  much-needed  X-Eay  Service. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  which  becomes  operative  on  July 
5th,  1948,  will  entail  the  taking  over  in  conjunction  with  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  the  priority  service.  That  is,  the  dental  care  of 
expectant  mothers  and  children  under  school  age,  and  in  this  connection 
it  might  be  well  to  note  in  the  explanatory  leaflet  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  which  on  Page  3 under  the  section  headed  “ Care 
of  the  Teeth  ” states:  — 

“ Until  a full  dental  service  without  delay  can  be  made  available, 
a special  priority  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  moUiers  and 
young  children  is  being  organised  by  local  authorities,  (in 
addition  to  the  school  dental  service) . 

In  order,  therefore,  to  meet  the  requii-ements  under  the  1944 
Education  Act  and  the  priority  class  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  two  more  dental  surgeons  at  least  will  be  required  for  this  puipose 
in  the  near  future.  Sanction  has  already  been  granted  by  the  Ministry 
of  Education  for  one  additional  dentist. 
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CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1933 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  twelve  children 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  Juvenile  Court  were  examined  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BYELAWS 

Thirty-two  children  were  medically  examined  as  to  fitness  for  woi'k 
and  certificates  were  granted  in  all  but  one  case. 


Health  of  school  children 


MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

A.-PEHIOUIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 

Entrants  2510 

Second  Age  Group  25201 

i nird  Age  Group  293 

Total  5323 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  1943 

Grand  Total  7266 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Numner  of  Special  inspections  4255 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  4508 

rotal  8763 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to 
Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Grouj) 

(D 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
S(]uint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
i-ecorded  in 
Table  1 1 A. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

2 

384 

385 

Second  Age  Group 

229 

184 

376 

Third  Age  Group 

24 

15 

37 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

255 

583 

798 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

119 

206 

283 

Grand  Total  

374 

789 

1081 
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TABLE  II. 

A.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

Defect 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  defects 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

treatment 

1 Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 

1 but  not 

requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

j Requiring  Ic 
; be  kept  unde 
' observation 
but  not 

1 requiring 

1 treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

' (3) 

(4) 

; (5) 

4 

Skin  

51 

20 

655 

; — 

3 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

374 

185 

45 

i 

b.  Squint 

80 

26 

8 

— 

c.  Ollier 

47 

' ■ 10 

227 

— 

6 

Ears — a.  Heaiing  ... 

22 

11 

37 

— 

b.  Otitis  Media 

3 

3 

9 

— 

c.  Other 

43 

27 

246 

— 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

184 

275 

367 

— 

8 

Speech  

11 

39 

42 

— 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

16 

68 

59 

— 

10 

Heart  & Circulation  .. 

43 

86 

27 

— 

11 

Lungs— T.B.&  N.T.B. 

76 

78 

186 

- 

12 

Developmental  — 

a.  Hernia 

9 

4 

— 

— 

* 

b.  Other  j 

22 

36 

— 

- 

1 f) 

Oi  thopaedic  — 

a.  Posture  ... 

4 

16 

1 

— 

j 

b.  Flat  Foot 

67 

52 

— 

— 

14 

c.  OtherNon-Pul 

T.B. 

Nervou.s  system — 

69 

54 

54 

— 

a.  Epilepsy... 

— 

5 

3 

— 

' b.  Other 

11 

27 

29' 

— 

15 

i Psychological — i 

1 a.  Development  ; 

4 

8 

5 

— 

1 b.  Stability — 

1 

— 

■7 

11 

— 

p; 

j Other  

119 

68 

1567 

— 

1255 

1105 

3579 

— 
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li.  CLASSIFiCA'l'HJX  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDFITON  OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 


(1)  ■ 

Entrants 

Second  Ag'e  Grou]) 

Third  Age  Group 
Otlier  Periodic  Inspections 


Total 


Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A . I 

(Good)  1 

B. 

Fain 

C. 

Poor 

No. 

% j 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% ■ 
of  col.  2 

No. 

of  col.  2 

(2) 

(3) 

(4; 

(5) 

(6,. 

7) 

vSy 

2510 

436 

17.37 

1982 

78.96 

92 

3.67 

2520 

204 

8.10 

2131 

84.56 

185 

7.34  ■ 

293 

23 

7. 85 

2.52 

86.01  1 

18 

6.14 

1943 

: 1 

i 

' 80 

i 

4.12 

1634 

84.10 

229 

11.78 

7266 

743 

10.23 

5999 

82.56  1 

1 

524 

7.21 

56 
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TABLE  III. 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS 
(excluding  Uncleaniiness,  for  which  -see  Table  V). 


Number  of 
Defects 
treated,  or 
under  ti  eat- 
ment  during 
the  year. 

Skin— 

Ringworm  — ■ Scalp— 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment.  If  none  indicate  by  dash 

y 

3 

( ii ) Other  treatment 

Ringworm — Body 

5 

Scabies 

269 

Impetigo  ... 

70 

Other  skin  diseases 

183 

Eye  Disease 

180 

(External  and  other^  but  excluding  ei  rors  ol  refraction,  squint  and 
cases  admitted  to  hospital.) 

Ear  defects 

216 

Miscellaneou.s  ...  ...  ... 

{e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

1016 

Total 

1984 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor  ailments  clinics  ...  9800 

GROUP  II.— UEUECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Eye  Disease 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.) 

No.  of 
defects 
dealt 
with 


ERRORS  OF  REFRACTION  (including  squint)  ; 1007 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded  in 

Group  I.j  

Total  1007 

•i  

No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed  819 

(b)  Obtained^  09C 


IlealtlL  of  school  childreri  57 

GROUP  in.— TPEATMEM  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

Total  number  treated 


Received  operative  treatinerjt — 

(a)  lor  adenoids  and  chronic  lonsilitis  1.57 

(5)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  5 

Received  otiier  I'orrns  of  treatment  117 

Total  -.^79 

CROUP  IV.— OPa'HOP/EDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  -23 

ib)  No.  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-p.atient  departments  ...  335 

CROUP  V.-CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT  AND  SPEECH  THER.A.PY. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  {a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  — 

{})]  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  139 


TABLE  lY. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  tlie  Autlmrity’s  Dental  Officer! 


[а)  Periodic  age  groups  11419 

(б)  Specials  177ij 

(c)  TOTAL  (Periodic,  and  Specials)  13189 

[1)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  8809 

(3)  Number  actually  tre.ated  6740 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  8809 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to:  CleriCcvl  137 

{a)  Inspection  140 

(b)  Treatment  1459 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  1736 

(6)  Fillings  : Permanent  Teeth  3792 

Temporary  Teeth  265 

Total  4057 

(7)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  1536 

Temporary  Teeth  6175 

Total  7711 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  2778 

(9)  Other  Operations  : (a)  Permanent  Teeth  2003 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  450 

Total  [a)  and  (b)  2453 


TABLE  Y. 

INFESTATION  WITH  YERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 


nurses  or  other  authorized  persons  53673 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1553 


(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 
notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  


INDEX 


Adenoids  • 

Antenatal  Clinics  

Arrowe  Mnnicipal  Hospital  Annexe  .... 

Artilicial  Pnenniotlior-ax  

Aural  Clinic  

Births  and  Birth  Bates  

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act  ... 

Classes  for  Partially  Sighted  

Cleanliness  of  School  Children  

Convalescence  and  After  Care  

Day  Nurseries  

Deaths  and  Death  Bates  

Defective  Vision  

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  

Dwelling  houses— Inspection  of  

Domestic  and  Home  Help  Scheme  .... 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions  .... 

Education  Act,  1944  

Educationally  Sub-normal  children  . 

Employment  of  School  Children  

Factories  Act,  1937  

Food  Poisoning  ;... 

Handioapped  Pupils  

Heights  and  Weights  

Hospital  Special  School  

Hospital  Treatment— School  Children 

Housing  

Ice  Cream  

Immunisation  

Illegitimate  Children— Care  of  

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  

Infant  Life  Protection  

Infectious  Diseases  

Laboratory— Municipal  

Massage  and  Remedial  Exercises  

Maternal  Mortality  

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  

Maternity  Hospital  

Meals  and  Milk — Provision  of  

Meat  Inspection  

Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  .... 

.Mental  Deficiency  

.Mid  wives  

.Milk  Sampling  

.Minor  Ailments  Clinics  

.Multiple  Defects  

Municipal  (General)  Hospital  

Municipal  f>abor.atory  
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